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INTRODUCTION

About This Course

Welcome to the official study guide for "Dissertation & Thesis Writing, Step by Step." This course provides
a clear, practical roadmap for completing your major academic project. You will learn to navigate the
entire process, from initial proposal to final defense.

Writing a dissertation or thesis is a significant academic undertaking. It demands rigorous planning,
consistent effort, and a deep understanding of academic conventions. Mastering this process is crucial for
earning your degree and making a meaningful contribution to your field.

This MegaCourse study path is designed for direct application. It breaks down the complex task into
manageable steps, offering concrete strategies for each stage. Taught by Scribbr, the course combines

expert guidance with a structured approach to help you succeed.

Course Facts

FORMAT 2 modules - 11 lessons

VIDEO About 40 min

INSTRUCTION

LEVEL Advanced

CATEGORY Learning & Study Skills

INSTRUCTOR Scribbr

CERTIFICATE Included with course completion on MegaCourse

COURSE HOME megacourse.app/courses/dissertation-and-thesis-writing-step-by-step

What You Will Learn

o Structure a dissertation that examiners can navigate.

» Write proposals, abstracts, and discussion chapters that do their jobs.

Manage the long project without stalling.

o Prepare for the defense with confidence.

Who This Course Is For

This course is designed for advanced students currently engaged in writing a thesis or dissertation. It
serves those who have an active project underway or are preparing to begin one. The material assumes you

are familiar with the basic demands of graduate-level academic work.
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You will find this guide most valuable if you are seeking structured advice to manage your long-term
research project effectively. It provides targeted support for navigating the specific challenges of

dissertation and thesis writing.

Before You Start

» You should have an active thesis or dissertation project underway.

o Familiarity with graduate-level academic research is expected.

How to Use This Guide

This study guide is your companion to the "Dissertation & Thesis Writing, Step by Step" video course on
MegaCourse. For best results, watch each video lesson first. Then, use the corresponding sections in this

guide to reinforce your understanding and practice new skills.

The course is structured into two modules and eleven lessons, totaling about 40 minutes of video
instruction. You can pace yourself according to your schedule and project needs. We recommend

reviewing the material regularly to consolidate your learning.

This guide includes summaries, key takeaways, and practical exercises. Use these components to deepen
your grasp of the concepts. The included review questions will help you assess your progress before
moving to the next section.
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CHAPTER 1

Structuring and Drafting Your Dissertation's
Core Chapters

This chapter provides a foundational understanding of dissertation and thesis writing, focusing on
the essential elements that structure your research project. We will explore how to organize your

work effectively, ensuring clarity and navigability for your examiners.

You will learn to construct key chapters, from the initial introduction and literature review to the
detailed methodology, results, and discussion sections. Mastering these components is crucial for

presenting a coherent, rigorous, and defensible scholarly work.

Understanding Dissertation Structure and Purpose

Covers: Dissertation Playlist Introduction | Scribbr - How to Structure Your Dissertation | Scribbr

A dissertation or thesis is a substantial academic document presenting your research findings and
arguments. Its primary purpose is to demonstrate your mastery of a subject area, your ability to conduct
independent research, and your capacity for critical thought. The document must be well-structured to

guide examiners through your work logically and persuasively.

The Macro Structure of a Dissertation
While specific requirements can vary by institution and discipline, most dissertations follow a common
structural pattern. This pattern ensures all necessary components of a research project are presented
clearly. A typical dissertation includes:

» Title Page: Contains the title, author's name, institution, and submission date.

» Abstract: A concise summary of the entire study, usually 150 to 300 words.

» Acknowledgments (Optional): Expresses gratitude to those who assisted with the research.

» Table of Contents: Lists all chapters and major sections with page numbers.

» List of Figures/Tables (If applicable): Provides a guide to visual elements.

» Introduction: Sets the stage for your research, outlining the problem, questions, and significance.

o Literature Review: Critically evaluates existing research relevant to your topic.

* Theoretical Framework (If applicable): Explains the theoretical lens guiding your study.

» Methodology: Details how you conducted your research, including design, participants, data

collection, and analysis.
» Results: Presents the findings of your research objectively.
» Discussion: Interprets the results, relates them to the literature, and discusses implications.

» Conclusion: Summarizes the main findings, reiterates the contribution, and suggests future research.
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» References/Bibliography: Lists all sources cited in the dissertation.

« Appendices (If applicable): Includes supplementary materials like survey instruments or raw data.

Why Structure Matters

Effective structure is not merely a formality. It serves several critical functions. A clear structure helps
examiners navigate complex arguments and data without confusion. It demonstrates your organizational
skills and your ability to present a coherent narrative. Poor structure can obscure strong research, making
it difficult for readers to follow your logic or appreciate your contributions. Consider your dissertation as a
roadmap for your reader. Each chapter should logically lead to the next, building a complete picture of

your research from problem identification to final conclusions.

Practice Tip: Before writing any chapter, outline its main sections and subsections. This pre-planning
ensures a logical flow and helps prevent repetition or omissions. Review your university's specific

guidelines for dissertation structure early in the process.

Crafting Your Dissertation's Foundation: Introduction, Literature Review, and
Theoretical Framework

Covers: How to Write a Dissertation Introduction | Scribbr - How to Write a Literature Review: 3 Minute Step-by-step Guide | Scribbr -

Develop a Theoretical Framework in 3 Steps | Scribbr

The initial chapters of your dissertation lay the groundwork for your entire study. They establish the
context, justify the research, and define the conceptual boundaries of your work. Getting these
foundational sections right is crucial for a strong dissertation.

Writing a Strong Dissertation Introduction
Your introduction is the first substantive chapter and must immediately engage the reader while clearly
outlining your study. A robust introduction typically includes:
1. Background Information: Provide broad context for your topic. Start general and narrow down to
your specific area of interest.

2. Problem Statement: Clearly articulate the research problem or gap your study addresses. Why is

this problem important? What are its consequences?

3. Research Questions or Hypotheses: State the specific questions your research aims to answer or

the hypotheses it will test. These must be clear, focused, and researchable.
4. Purpose of the Study: Explain the overall aim or objective of your dissertation.

5. Significance of the Study: Discuss the potential contributions of your research to theory, practice,

or policy. Who benefits from this research?

6. Scope and Delimitations: Define the boundaries of your study. What will you include, and what

will you exclude? This manages reader expectations.

7. Overview of Chapters: Briefly describe the organization of the rest of your dissertation.

Common Mistake: Writing an introduction that is too broad or fails to clearly state the research problem.

Ensure every sentence contributes to setting up your specific study.

MEGACOURSE 7 megacourse.app



DISSERTATION & THESIS WRITING, STEP BY CHAPTER 1 - STRUCTURING AND DRAFTING YOUR DISSERTATION'S CORE
STEP CHAPTERS

Conducting and Writing the Literature Review
The literature review is not merely a summary of existing studies. It is a critical evaluation and synthesis
of scholarly work relevant to your research problem. Its purpose is to:

o Provide context for your study.

 Identify gaps in current knowledge.

» Demonstrate your understanding of the field.

« Justify your research questions and methodology.
Follow these steps for an effective literature review:

1. Systematic Search: Use academic databases to find relevant scholarly articles, books, and

dissertations. Use keywords derived from your research questions.

2. Critical Evaluation: Do not just summarize. Analyze each source for its strengths, weaknesses,

methodologies, and findings. How does it relate to your topic?

3. Synthesize and Organize: Group related studies, identify themes, and show connections or

contradictions between different works. Avoid presenting sources as isolated pieces.

4. Identify Gaps and Justify Your Research: Explicitly state what existing literature has not
covered or where it falls short. This gap is where your research fits in and makes its unique

contribution.

Common Mistake: Presenting a descriptive list of studies without critical analysis or synthesis. Your

literature review must build a compelling argument for the necessity of your own research.

Developing a Theoretical Framework

A theoretical framework provides the conceptual lens through which you view your research problem. It is
a structure that can hold or support a theory of a research study. It introduces and describes the theory

that explains why the research problem under study exists. To develop one:

1. Identify Key Theories: Explore established theories or models relevant to your research problem
and questions. What existing frameworks help explain the phenomena you are studying?

2. Relate Theories to Your Research: Explain how the chosen theory or theories apply to your
specific context. How do they help you understand your variables, relationships, or processes?

3. Explain Application and Contribution: Detail how the theoretical framework will guide your data
collection and analysis. Discuss how your research will test, extend, or refine the chosen theory. This
framework provides a robust foundation for interpreting your findings later.

Practice Cue: For your own dissertation, draft the problem statement and research questions first. Then,
conduct a targeted literature search based on those. As you review, identify potential theoretical
frameworks that could underpin your study.
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Designing Your Research and Presenting Results: Methodology and Findings

Covers: How to Write a Research Methodology in 4 Steps | Scribbr - How to Write a Dissertation Results Section | Scribbr

The methodology and results chapters are the heart of your research. They detail how you conducted your
study and what you found. These sections must be written with precision, transparency, and objectivity to

ensure the credibility and replicability of your work.

Writing a Robust Research Methodology

The methodology chapter explains and justifies the research design and methods you employed. Its
purpose is to allow readers to understand how you arrived at your results and, ideally, to replicate your

study. A comprehensive methodology section typically includes:

1. Research Design: Describe the overall approach (e.g., experimental, correlational, ethnographic,

case study, mixed methods). Justify why this design is appropriate for your research questions.

2. Participants or Data Sources: For quantitative studies, describe the sampling strategy, sample
size, and characteristics of participants. For qualitative studies, detail participant selection criteria and
characteristics. For archival or secondary data studies, describe the data sources and their selection.

3. Data Collection Procedures: Explain the specific instruments and procedures used to gather data.
For surveys, describe the questionnaire. For interviews, detail the protocol. For observations, explain

the observation method. Include information on pilot testing, if applicable.

4. Data Analysis: Describe the methods used to analyze your data. For quantitative data, specify
statistical tests and software. For qualitative data, explain the analytical approach (e.g., thematic
analysis, content analysis, discourse analysis) and software used. Be precise about how you moved

from raw data to findings.

5. Ethical Considerations: Discuss how you addressed ethical issues, such as informed consent,
confidentiality, anonymity, and institutional review board (IRB) approval. This demonstrates

responsible research practice.

Common Mistake: Providing insufficient detail. A good methodology section is like a recipe; someone else

should be able to follow it. Avoid simply listing methods; explain why you chose them.

Presenting Your Dissertation Results

The results section presents your findings objectively, without interpretation or discussion. Its primary

goal is to report what you discovered in a clear and concise manner. This section should:
1. Focus on Key Findings: Present the most important findings directly relevant to your research
questions or hypotheses. Avoid including every piece of data you collected.

2. Use Tables and Figures Effectively: Visual aids can present complex data efficiently. Ensure all
tables and figures are clearly labeled, have descriptive titles, and are referenced in the text. Do not just

insert visuals; explain what they show.

3. Use Clear and Concise Language: Report findings factually. For quantitative studies, include
statistical results (e.g., means, standard deviations, p-values). For qualitative studies, present themes,
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categories, and illustrative quotes.
4. Maintain Objectivity: Resist the urge to explain or interpret your results in this section. Save that

for the discussion chapter. Simply state what the data shows.

Common Mistake: Mixing results with interpretation. The results section is for what you found; the

discussion section is for what it means. Ensure a clear separation.

Practice Cue: After drafting your methodology, ask a peer or mentor to read it and identify any areas
where they would need more information to replicate your study. For your results, create draft tables and

figures first, then write the accompanying text to describe them.

Interpreting Your Findings: The Discussion Section

Covers: How to Write a Discussion Section | Scribbr

The discussion section is where you bring your research to life. It moves beyond merely reporting findings
to interpreting them, explaining their significance, and relating them back to your literature review and
theoretical framework. This is your opportunity to demonstrate critical thinking and make a compelling
argument for your study's contribution.

Key Components of a Strong Discussion Section

A well-structured discussion section typically follows a logical progression:

1. Summary of Key Findings: Begin by briefly summarizing the most important findings relevant to
your research questions. Do not re-state all results, but highlight the core answers your study provides.

2. Interpretation of Findings: Explain what your results mean. What patterns emerged? What
insights do they offer? This is where you connect the dots between your data and the research problem.

3. Relating Findings to Previous Research: Compare and contrast your results with the existing
literature discussed in your literature review. Do your findings support, contradict, or extend previous
studies? Explain any discrepancies.

4. Theoretical and Practical Implications: Discuss the broader significance of your findings. How
do they contribute to existing theory? What practical implications do they have for practitioners,

policymakers, or other stakeholders? This moves beyond the immediate study to its wider impact.

5. Limitations of the Study: Acknowledge any constraints or weaknesses in your research design,
methodology, or data. This demonstrates academic honesty and critical self-reflection. Be specific

about how these limitations might affect the generalizability or interpretation of your findings.

6. Suggestions for Future Research: Based on your findings and limitations, propose specific
directions for future studies. What questions remain unanswered? How could your study be extended

or improved?

Common Mistake: Simply restating results without interpretation, or introducing new information not
covered in previous chapters. The discussion should build upon your results and literature review, not

repeat them.
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Crafting a Coherent Narrative

Think of the discussion section as telling a story about your findings. Start with the most important
findings and gradually move to their broader implications. Use clear topic sentences to guide the reader
through your arguments. Ensure a logical flow from one point to the next.

When comparing your findings to the literature, avoid simply stating agreement or disagreement. Explain
why your findings align or diverge. For example, if your results contradict a previous study, consider

differences in methodology, population, or context that might explain the discrepancy.

Practice Cue: As you write, regularly refer back to your research questions, literature review, and
theoretical framework. Ensure every point in your discussion directly addresses these elements. After
drafting, review the section to eliminate any repetition of results and to strengthen the connections

between your findings and the broader academic conversation.

KEY TAKEAWAYS

o A well-structured dissertation guides examiners through your research logically and clearly.

» The introduction sets the stage by clearly stating the research problem, questions, and

significance.
o Aliterature review critically evaluates existing research, identifies gaps, and justifies your study.

o A theoretical framework provides the conceptual lens for understanding and interpreting your
research problem.

» The methodology chapter must precisely detail your research design, data collection, and

analysis procedures for replicability.

» The results section objectively presents findings without interpretation, often using clear tables
and figures.

o The discussion section interprets findings, relates them to existing literature, and outlines

theoretical and practical implications.

CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING
Answer these before moving on. Model answers are in the Answer Key at the back of this guide.
1. What is the primary purpose of a dissertation's introduction chapter?
2. How does a literature review differ from a simple summary of existing studies?
3. Why is it important to include a theoretical framework in a dissertation?
4. What key information should be included in the methodology section to ensure replicability?

5. What is the main difference between the results section and the discussion section?
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CHAPTER 2

Crafting Your Dissertation's Final Sections

Completing a dissertation involves more than just presenting your research findings. This chapter
guides you through the critical final sections that frame your entire work: the conclusion, abstract,
and acknowledgements. These components ensure your research is clearly summarized, its impact

understood, and all contributors properly recognized.

Mastering these sections is crucial for a polished, professional dissertation that effectively
communicates your scholarly contribution. You will learn how to synthesize your work, distill its
essence into a concise summary, and express gratitude appropriately.

Summarizing Your Research: Conclusion and Abstract

Covers: How to Write a Conclusion for a Dissertation | Scribbr - How to Write a Clear & Concise Abstract | Scribbr

A dissertation's conclusion is more than just a summary. It is your final opportunity to demonstrate the
significance of your research. This section synthesizes your findings, answers your research questions, and
articulates your contribution to the field. A strong conclusion leaves examiners with a clear understanding

of your work's value.

Begin by restating your thesis or research problem in new words. Do not simply copy and paste from your
introduction. Then, briefly summarize your main arguments and key findings. Connect these back to your

initial research questions or hypotheses. Explain how your results address those questions.

Discuss the implications of your findings. How do they change or add to existing knowledge? What
practical or theoretical significance do they hold? Consider the broader context of your field. Avoid
introducing new data or arguments in this section. All evidence should have been presented and analyzed

in previous chapters.

Finally, suggest avenues for future research. This shows you understand the limitations of your study and
recognize areas for continued exploration. Future research suggestions can point to new methods,
different populations, or unexplored aspects of your topic. Your conclusion should typically comprise 5 to

7 percent of your main body text. For a 60,000-word dissertation, this means 3,000 to 4,200 words.

Common mistakes include apologizing for limitations or overstating the scope of your results. Be
confident in your contribution, but also realistic about its boundaries. Another error is repeating the
discussion chapter verbatim. The conclusion synthesizes, it does not re-analyze. Ensure your conclusion

provides a sense of closure. It should feel like a definitive final statement on your research.

The abstract is a concise, standalone summary of your entire dissertation. It is often the first, and
sometimes only, part of your work that readers will access. Its purpose is to inform potential readers

quickly about your research. This allows them to decide if the full dissertation is relevant to their interests.
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An effective abstract adheres to strict word limits, commonly ranging from 150 to 300 words. Check your
university's specific guidelines for this. It follows a structured approach, often covering four to five key

elements:
1. Background or Introduction: Briefly state the research problem or context.
2. Aim or Objective: Clearly state what your research set out to achieve.
3. Methods: Describe the approach taken, including design, participants, and data collection.
4. Results: Summarize the main findings or outcomes.
5. Conclusion: State the main implications or answers to your research questions.
This structure is sometimes referred to as BAMRC. Ensure each element is present and concise. Use

keywords to help index your work. Select three to five terms that accurately represent your dissertation's

core topics. These keywords aid discoverability in databases.

Write the abstract after you have completed your entire dissertation. This ensures you have a full
understanding of your work's final scope and findings. Maintain an objective, factual, and formal tone.

Avoid jargon where possible, or explain it briefly. Do not include citations or footnotes in the abstract.

A common mistake is making the abstract too long or providing excessive background information.
Another error is introducing new information not covered in the main text. Every statement in the
abstract must be verifiable within the dissertation itself. Practice writing your abstract by first listing the
key points for each BAMRC section. Then, combine these into flowing sentences, focusing on brevity and
clarity.

Acknowledging Contributions

Covers: How to Write the Acknowledgements Section | Scribbr

The acknowledgements section provides an opportunity to express gratitude to individuals and
organizations that supported your dissertation project. While not an academic requirement in the same
way as your research chapters, it is a customary and professional courtesy. It also offers a personal touch

to an otherwise formal document.

This section is typically placed after the title page and copyright page, but before the abstract or table of
contents. Check your university's specific formatting guidelines for its exact placement. The tone should
be sincere and respectful, balancing professionalism with personal appreciation.

Consider who to thank by categorizing your supporters.

Academic Support

» Supervisors and Committee Members: These individuals provide essential guidance, feedback,
and mentorship. Thank them for their expertise, patience, and direction. Be specific about their

contributions if appropriate, for example, "for unwavering support and insightful comments on every
draft."

» Colleagues and Peers: Fellow students or researchers who offered advice, collaborated, or simply

provided a supportive environment.
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+ Research Participants: If your study involved human subjects, thank them for their time and

contributions. Ensure anonymity if promised.

« Librarians and Staff: For assistance with resources, databases, and administrative tasks.

Financial and Institutional Support

« Funding Bodies: Any grants, scholarships, or fellowships received should be acknowledged. Mention

the specific grant number if applicable.

» Institutions: Universities, departments, or research centers that provided facilities, equipment, or an

academic home.

Personal Support

« Family and Friends: These individuals provide emotional support, encouragement, and
understanding throughout the demanding process of dissertation writing. Acknowledge their patience

and sacrifices.

When writing, aim for conciseness. A single page is usually sufficient. Begin with your academic
acknowledgements, as these are directly related to the scholarly work. Then move to institutional and

financial support, concluding with personal thanks.

Avoid overly informal language or inside jokes. While personal, the section remains part of a formal
academic document. A common mistake is forgetting key contributors, which can be easily avoided by
keeping a running list throughout your project. Another error is making the section excessively long.
Focus on genuine appreciation expressed clearly and directly.

To practice, create a comprehensive list of everyone who assisted you. For each person or group, identify
one specific way they helped. Then, draft a sentence or two of thanks, ensuring it is heartfelt and
professional. This structured approach helps ensure all deserving individuals are recognized without

making the section too verbose.
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

o A dissertation conclusion synthesizes findings, answers research questions, and discusses
implications without introducing new data.

o The abstract is a standalone, concise summary of your entire dissertation, following a structured
format like Background, Aim, Methods, Results, Conclusion (BAMRC).

 Strict word limits apply to the abstract; ensure every word contributes to clarity and
informativeness.

o The acknowledgements section expresses gratitude to all who supported your research, from
academic mentors to personal networks.

» Maintain a professional yet sincere tone in acknowledgements, prioritizing academic and

institutional thanks before personal ones.

» Always consult your university's specific guidelines for length, placement, and content of these
final dissertation sections.

CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING
Answer these before moving on. Model answers are in the Answer Key at the back of this guide.
1. What is the primary purpose of a dissertation's conclusion, and what should it not contain?
2. Describe the typical structure of an abstract using the BAMRC acronym.
3. Why is adhering to word limits crucial for an abstract, and what role do keywords play?
4. Who are the main categories of people or entities typically acknowledged in a dissertation?

5. What is a common mistake to avoid when writing the acknowledgements section?
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REFERENCE

Glossary

Abstract

A concise, standalone summary of an entire dissertation, typically 150-300 words, outlining the

background, aim, methods, results, and conclusion of the study.

Acknowledgements
A section in a dissertation where the author expresses gratitude to individuals, institutions, and funding

bodies that contributed to the research project.

Bamrc structure

An acronym representing the common components of an abstract: Background, Aim, Methods, Results,
and Conclusion.

Conclusion

The final chapter of a dissertation that synthesizes research findings, answers research questions,
discusses implications, and suggests future research.

Discussion section
The chapter where the researcher interprets the findings, relates them to previous literature, discusses

implications, acknowledges limitations, and suggests future research.

Dissertation structure

The overall organization and arrangement of chapters and sections within a dissertation or thesis.

Keywords
Specific terms chosen to represent the core topics of a dissertation, used for indexing and discoverability

in academic databases.

Literature review
A critical and systematic evaluation of existing scholarly works relevant to a research topic, identifying

themes, theories, and gaps.

Methodology

The section of a dissertation that details the research design, participants or data sources, data collection

procedures, and data analysis methods used in a study.

Research gap
An area of missing knowledge or an unanswered question in existing scholarly literature that a new study

aims to address.

Results section

The part of a dissertation that objectively presents the findings of the research, typically using text, tables,

and figures, without interpretation.
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Theoretical framework
A conceptual structure that identifies and explains the theories guiding a research study, providing a lens

for understanding the research problem.
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REFERENCE

Answer Key

Chapter 1: Structuring and Drafting Your Dissertation's Core Chapters

1. What is the primary purpose of a dissertation's introduction chapter?
The introduction chapter's primary purpose is to set the stage for the research. It clearly articulates the
research problem, states the specific research questions or hypotheses, and explains the significance of

the study. It aims to engage the reader and provide a roadmap for the entire dissertation.

2. How does a literature review differ from a simple summary of existing studies?
A literature review goes beyond a simple summary by critically evaluating, synthesizing, and analyzing
existing scholarly works. It identifies themes, highlights contradictions, and, most importantly,
identifies gaps in current knowledge. This critical analysis then justifies the need for the current

research study.

3. Why is it important to include a theoretical framework in a dissertation?
A theoretical framework is important because it provides a conceptual lens through which the research
problem is viewed and understood. It identifies relevant theories that explain the phenomena under
study and guides the data collection and analysis. This framework helps to structure the interpretation

of findings and demonstrates the study's contribution to existing theory.

4. What key information should be included in the methodology section to ensure
replicability?
To ensure replicability, the methodology section should include a detailed description of the research
design, the characteristics of participants or data sources, the specific data collection procedures and
instruments used, and the precise data analysis methods. Ethical considerations should also be clearly

stated. This level of detail allows another researcher to understand and potentially repeat the study.

5. What is the main difference between the results section and the discussion section?
The main difference is their purpose: the results section objectively presents what was found without
interpretation, often using data, tables, and figures. The discussion section, conversely, interprets
what the results mean, relates them to existing literature, discusses implications, and acknowledges
limitations. It moves from 'what' to 'so what'.

Chapter 2: Crafting Your Dissertation's Final Sections

1. What is the primary purpose of a dissertation's conclusion, and what should it not
contain?
The primary purpose is to synthesize your findings, answer your research questions, and discuss the
implications of your research. It should not contain any new data, arguments, or evidence that has not

been presented and analyzed in previous chapters.

2. Describe the typical structure of an abstract using the BAMRC acronym.
BAMRC stands for Background, Aim, Methods, Results, and Conclusion. The abstract begins by setting
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the context or problem (Background), states what the research intended to achieve (Aim), describes
the approach taken (Methods), summarizes the main findings (Results), and concludes with the

implications or answers to the research questions (Conclusion).

3. Why is adhering to word limits crucial for an abstract, and what role do keywords play?
Adhering to word limits is crucial because abstracts are designed for quick scanning and often have
strict submission requirements for journals or university repositories. Keywords help index the

dissertation in databases, making it discoverable by other researchers interested in similar topics.

4. Who are the main categories of people or entities typically acknowledged in a
dissertation?
The main categories include academic supervisors and committee members, colleagues and peers,
research participants, librarians and staff, funding bodies, institutions, and personal supporters like

family and friends.

5. What is a common mistake to avoid when writing the acknowledgements section?
A common mistake is making the acknowledgements section excessively long or overly informal. While
personal, it remains part of a formal academic document, so maintaining a professional yet sincere

tone is important. Forgetting key contributors is another error to avoid.

MEGACOURSE 19 megacourse.app



DISSERTATION & THESIS WRITING, STEP BY STEP WHERE TO GO NEXT

CLOSING

Where to Go Next

After completing this course, immediately apply the strategies and techniques to your own dissertation or
thesis project. Consistent application is key to mastering these skills. Revisit specific lessons as needed
throughout your writing process.

Continue to refine your academic writing and project management abilities. Seek feedback from your
supervisor and peers on your drafts. Practice presenting your research findings, even informally, to build
confidence for your defense.

Consider exploring advanced topics in academic publishing and research ethics. These areas naturally
complement the skills you have developed here, preparing you for a successful academic career beyond
your current project.

MEGACOURSE
Learn Anything. Achieve Everything.

Track your progress, take the quizzes, and earn your certificate for this course at
megacourse.app/courses/dissertation-and-thesis-writing-step-by-step
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