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GRE VOCABULARY BUILDER ABOUT THIS COURSE

INTRODUCTION

About This Course

Welcome to the official study guide for the MegaCourse "GRE Vocabulary Builder" course. Mastering
vocabulary is fundamental to achieving a strong score on the GRE Verbal Reasoning section. This course
provides a structured and effective method to expand your word knowledge, directly preparing you for the

Text Completion and Sentence Equivalence questions.

This comprehensive program is organized into 7 modules and 43 lessons, meticulously taught by Magoosh
Test Prep for GRE. You will learn high-frequency GRE words through memorable contexts and build a

consistent spaced-repetition habit. This system ensures that new words stick in your long-term memory.

MegaCourse has enhanced the original Magoosh content significantly. We have added two curated reading
and resource lessons, a final knowledge-check quiz, and a clear learning structure. This guide, combined
with the video instruction, progress tracking, and a shareable certificate of completion, offers a complete

learning experience designed for success.

By the end of this course, you will not only know more words but also possess strategies to decode
unfamiliar terms using roots, connotation, and context clues. This practical approach makes your
vocabulary truly test-ready.

Course Facts

FORMAT 7 modules - 43 lessons

VIDEO About 2 hr 44 min

INSTRUCTION

LEVEL All Levels

CATEGORY Test Prep

INSTRUCTOR Magoosh Test Prep for GRE

CERTIFICATE Included with course completion on MegaCourse
COURSE HOME megacourse.app/courses/gre-vocabulary-builder

What You Will Learn

o Learn high-frequency GRE vocabulary in memorable context.

Build a daily spaced-repetition habit that makes words stick.
e Use roots, connotation, and context clues to decode unfamiliar words.

« Apply vocabulary directly to Text Completion and Sentence Equivalence.
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GRE VOCABULARY BUILDER ABOUT THIS COURSE

Who This Course Is For

This "GRE Vocabulary Builder" course serves any student preparing for the Graduate Record
Examinations. Whether you are just beginning your GRE preparation or seeking to refine your verbal

skills, this program is designed for you. There are no prior vocabulary level requirements.

The course is ideal for those ready to commit to a consistent study routine. Building a robust vocabulary

takes dedication, and this guide supports your daily practice.

Before You Start

» No prior experience is required.

» A commitment to daily vocabulary practice.

How to Use This Guide

This study guide is your essential companion to the "GRE Vocabulary Builder" video lessons on
MegaCourse. The course is structured around weekly word deep-dives, complemented by a daily spaced-
repetition system. Plan to engage with the video content regularly and integrate the exercises and review

materials from this guide into your routine.

For each lesson, watch the video first, then turn to this guide. Use the provided space for notes, practice
exercises, and to reinforce your understanding of word meanings, usage, and related concepts. The guide

offers additional examples and strategies that complement the video instruction.

Make the spaced-repetition system a daily habit. Consistent, short review sessions are more effective than
infrequent, long study blocks. Utilize the final knowledge-check quiz to assess your overall comprehension

and identify areas for further review.
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CHAPTER 1

Section 1: Building Your Vocabulary
Foundation

Welcome to Chapter 1 of the GRE Vocabulary Builder study guide. This chapter focuses on Module 1,
"Section 1," laying the groundwork for your test-ready vocabulary. We will explore high-frequency

words, decode complex terms, and equip you with essential strategies to make new words stick.

Mastering GRE vocabulary is not just about memorization; it is about understanding context,
recognizing patterns, and building effective study habits. By the end of this chapter, you will have a
solid approach to tackling the diverse vocabulary challenges presented on the GRE, preparing you

for success.

High-Frequency GRE Words and Vocabulary Trends

Covers: 1. Most Common GRE Words - GRE Vocabulary Wednesday - 2. The Latest GRE Vocab Trends on Practice Tests

The path to a strong GRE vocabulary begins with the words you will encounter most often. These are not
necessarily the most obscure words, but rather those that appear frequently across various texts and
question types. The GRE often tests these common words in their less obvious or more nuanced senses,
requiring a precise understanding beyond a basic definition. For example, a word like sanction can mean
both to permit or approve, and to impose a penalty. Recognizing which meaning is intended depends

entirely on the context of the sentence.
Consider these high-frequency words and their GRE-relevant definitions:

« Arbitrary: Based on random choice or personal whim, rather than any reason or system.
o Bolster: To support or strengthen; prop up.

» Capricious: Given to sudden and unaccountable changes of mood or behavior.

« Equivocal: Open to more than one interpretation; ambiguous.

» Laud: To praise highly, especially in a public context.

Understanding these words in their various applications is crucial. Simply knowing one definition is often
insufficient for the GRE. You must be prepared for the test to present these words in unexpected ways,
forcing you to consider all possible meanings.

Beyond common words, it is also helpful to be aware of vocabulary trends. These trends do not mean
entirely new words are being introduced to the test. Instead, they refer to shifts in emphasis regarding
certain types of words, the specific synonyms or antonyms favored in answer choices, or the contexts in
which words appear. For instance, there might be a period where words related to academic discourse or
scientific research are more prevalent, or where words with subtle positive or negative connotations are

frequently tested.
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To observe these trends, consistent practice with official ETS materials and high-quality practice tests is
invaluable. Pay attention to words that recur, and note how they are used. Are there particular themes or
styles of writing where certain vocabulary appears more often? Are there specific types of word
relationships that are frequently tested, such as cause and effect, contrast, or similarity? By analyzing

these patterns, you can refine your study list and focus on areas that yield the greatest return.

Practice Cue

Create flashcards for common GRE words. On one side, write the word. On the other, list all relevant
definitions, synonyms, and antonyms. Include a sentence that uses the word in a less common or nuanced
way. Regularly review these cards, paying close attention to words that have multiple meanings or subtle
distinctions. When you encounter a word in a practice question, consciously consider if it is being used in

its primary or secondary sense.

Essential Vocabulary Building Strategies

Covers: 3. Killer GRE Vocabulary Tips

Effective vocabulary acquisition for the GRE extends beyond rote memorization. It involves employing a
suite of strategies that enhance retention and comprehension. These 'killer tips' are designed to make your

study process more efficient and your learning more durable.

One of the most powerful strategies is spaced repetition. This method involves reviewing words at
increasing intervals over time. Instead of cramming, you revisit words just as you are about to forget them,
strengthening the memory trace. For instance, you might review a new word one day after learning it, then
three days later, then a week later, and so on. This approach uses how the brain consolidates memories,
making words stick more effectively. Tools like digital flashcard apps (e.g., Anki) are built on spaced
repetition algorithms, but you can also implement it with physical flashcards by sorting them into

different review piles.

Another critical skill is using context clues. Often, even if you do not know a word's precise definition,
the surrounding text provides enough information to infer its meaning. Look for synonyms, antonyms,
explanations, or examples within the sentence or paragraph. Consider this example: "The speaker's
grandiloquent style, full of elaborate phrases and complex sentences, often left the audience feeling
overwhelmed rather than enlightened." Here, "elaborate phrases and complex sentences" serves as a

strong clue for grandiloquent (meaning pompous or extravagant in language).

Understanding roots, prefixes, and suffixes can open up the meanings of many unfamiliar words.
These morphemes are the building blocks of English vocabulary. For example, knowing that bene- means
"good" helps you understand words like benevolent (kindly) or benefactor (one who gives aid). Similarly,
mal- means "bad," informing words like malicious (intending to do harm) or malady (an illness). The
suffix -ology denotes "the study of," as in biology or geology. By learning common word parts, you can

often deduce the meaning of a new word or at least narrow down its possibilities.

Mnemonics are memory aids that help you associate a new word with something familiar. This could be

a visual image, a short story, or an acronym. For example, to remember that gregarious means sociable,
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you might think of "Greg is always eager to meet us." While not every word needs a mnemonic, they can be

particularly useful for challenging words or those that resist other memorization techniques.

Finally, engage in active learning. Do not just passively read definitions. Create your own sentences
using new words. Try to explain a word to someone else. Write short paragraphs incorporating several
new vocabulary terms. The more actively you interact with a word, the deeper your understanding and the
stronger your recall will be.

Practice Cue

For every new word you encounter, try to identify any discernible roots, prefixes, or suffixes. Then, create
a unique mnemonic device that helps you remember its meaning. Finally, write two original sentences
that use the word correctly in different contexts. This multi-faceted approach reinforces learning from

several angles.

Mastering Advanced and Tricky Vocabulary

Covers: 4. Advanced GRE Words 2 - GRE Vocabulary Wednesday - 6. Confusing Compound GRE Words - GRE Vocabulary
Wednesday - 7. More Misleading GRE Words - GRE Vocabulary Wednesday

As you progress in your GRE vocabulary preparation, you will encounter words that are challenging due to
their complexity, multiple meanings, or deceptive appearance. These advanced and tricky words often
distinguish high scorers from others. Mastering them requires careful attention to detail and a systematic

approach.

Advanced words are typically less common in everyday conversation but are frequently found in
academic or literary contexts, which mirror the GRE's reading passages. These words demand precise
definitions. Consider these examples:

» Obsequious: Excessively obedient or attentive to an excessive degree.

» Deleterious: Causing harm or damage.

« Ephemeral: Lasting for a very short time.

» Nascent: (Especially of a process or organization) just coming into existence and beginning to display

signs of future potential.

Learning these words involves understanding their exact connotations and denotations. For instance,
obsequious is not just polite; it implies an almost servile deference. Deleterious is stronger than simply
"bad"; it suggests a harmful effect.

Confusing compound words are another common pitfall. These are words that appear to be made of
two familiar words but have a distinct, often idiomatic meaning. Or, they might be easily confused with
another word due to similar spelling. For example:

» Underscore: To emphasize. (Not literally drawing a line underneath something.)

» Whitewash: To conceal unpleasant facts about someone or something. (Not literally painting

something white.)
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» Forego: To go before, precede. (Often confused with forgo, which means to do without or abstain

from.)

The key here is to recognize that the sum of the parts does not always equal the whole. Always verify the
definition of such words, even if they seem familiar. Pay close attention to subtle spelling differences that

can completely change a word's meaning, as with forego and forgo.

Misleading words are those that sound or look similar to other words, or have meanings that are
counter-intuitive. These words are designed to trip up test-takers who rely on superficial recognition. Here

are a few examples:

» Sanguine: Optimistic or positive, especially in an apparently bad or difficult situation. (Often

confused with sanguinary, meaning involving or causing much bloodshed.)

» Proscribe: To forbid, especially by law. (Often confused with prescribe, meaning to advise and

authorize the use of something, especially medicine.)

» Peruse: To read (something), typically in a thorough or careful way. (Often mistakenly used to mean

to glance over quickly.)

Common mistakes include relying on sound-alikes or partial recognition. Always verify the full word and
its precise definition. When you encounter a word that looks or sounds like another, pause and explicitly

recall the distinction. This deliberate practice helps solidify the correct meaning.

Practice Cue

Create a dedicated list of "confusables." For each entry, write the two or three words that are easily mixed
up (e.g., sanguine vs. sanguinary). Provide a clear definition for each and then write a sentence for each
word that distinctly illustrates its meaning, highlighting the difference. Regularly quiz yourself on these

pairs.

Deciphering Words with the 'Re-' Prefix and Other Common Roots

Covers: 5. 'Re' Prefix GRE Words - GRE Vocabulary Wednesday

Understanding prefixes, suffixes, and roots is a highly effective strategy for decoding unfamiliar words on
the GRE. By breaking down words into their constituent parts, you can often infer their meaning, even if
you have never seen the complete word before. The 're-' prefix is a particularly common and versatile

example that appears in a multitude of GRE vocabulary words.
The prefix 're-' primarily conveys two main ideas:

1. "Again" or "Anew": This indicates repetition or a fresh start.

2. "Back" or "Backward": This suggests a return or a reversal.
Let's look at examples where 're-' means "again" or "anew":

» Reiterate: To say something again or a number of times, typically for emphasis or clarity. (To iterate
again.)

» Re-evaluate: To evaluate again or differently. (To evaluate anew.)
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» Reconstruct: To build or form (something) again after it has been damaged or destroyed. (To

construct again.)

+ Reform: To make changes in (something, typically a social, political, or economic institution or

practice) in order to improve it. (To form anew or better.)

w, 1 X A - W :
Now, consider examples where 're-' means "back" or "backward"

» Recede: To go or move back or further away from a previous position. (To cede back.)

Retract: To draw or be drawn back or back in. (To tract back.)

Repel: To drive or force (an attack or attacker) back or away. (To pel back.)

* Reclusive: Avoiding the company of other people; solitary. (One who closes oneself back or away.)
Sometimes, a word with 're-' can carry both senses or a nuanced combination. For example, reform can
mean to form again (anew) or to bring back to a better state. The context of the sentence will always be

your guide in determining the precise meaning. If the sentence talks about improving a system, 'reform’
means to change it for the better. If it talks about rebuilding a structure, it means to construct it again.

While focusing on 're-' is important, extend this strategy to other common prefixes, roots, and suffixes.
Learning just a few dozen of these building blocks can open up hundreds of words. For instance:

o Mal- (bad, evil): malice, malevolent, malfunction

» Bene- (good, well): beneficial, benevolent, benediction

» Eu- (good, well): eulogy, euphoria, euphemism

o -cide (kill): homicide, genocide, insecticide

« -gamy (marriage): monogamy, bigamy, polygamy
By systematically learning these components, you gain a powerful tool for deciphering words you have

never seen before, allowing you to approach Text Completion and Sentence Equivalence questions with

greater confidence.

Practice Cue

When you encounter a new word, make it a habit to dissect it. Look for any recognizable prefixes, roots, or
suffixes. Try to infer the word's meaning based on these parts before looking up the definition. For words
with the 're-' prefix, specifically consider whether it implies "again" or "back" based on the surrounding

context. Keep a running list of common roots and affixes and their meanings.

Tackling Super Hard GRE Words

Covers: 8. Super Hard GRE Words - GRE Vocabulary Wednesday

Even with a robust vocabulary and strong decoding skills, you will inevitably encounter words on the GRE
that seem incredibly difficult, perhaps even unfamiliar. These "super hard" words are designed to test your
resilience and your ability to apply strategies even when direct knowledge is lacking. The key is not to

panic or get bogged down, but to employ smart test-taking techniques.
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First, remember that the GRE is not solely a test of obscure vocabulary. It is also a test of critical reasoning
and the ability to work with incomplete information. Many questions can be answered correctly even if

you do not know the exact definition of every single word in the answer choices or the prompt.

One of the most effective strategies for super hard words is process of elimination. Even if you do not
know the target word, you might know the meanings of two or three other words in the answer choices. If
those known words clearly do not fit the context of the sentence, you can eliminate them, increasing your
chances of picking the correct answer from the remaining options. Sometimes, eliminating just one or two

incorrect choices can significantly improve your odds.

Another crucial technique is to focus on connotation. Can you determine if the unknown word has a
positive, negative, or neutral tone based on the surrounding context? For example, if a sentence describes
a dire situation, and an unknown word is used to describe a proposed solution, you might infer that the
word must have a positive or at least neutral connotation. If the answer choices include words with
strongly negative connotations, you can eliminate them. This approach helps narrow down possibilities
significantly, even without a precise definition.

Consider a very challenging word like anodyne. If you do not know it, but the sentence reads, "The
politician's speech was so anodyne that it failed to inspire any strong feelings, either positive or negative,
among the audience." You can infer that anodyne means something bland or inoffensive, lacking strong
character. If the choices included words like incendiary (arousing strong emotion) or provocative
(causing annoyance, anger, or another strong reaction), you could eliminate them based on connotation
and context.

Here are a few examples of truly challenging words and how you might approach them:

» Anodyne: Not likely to provoke dissent or offense; innocuous. (As above, look for clues about lack of
strong feeling.)

» Redolent: Strongly reminiscent or suggestive of (something). (Look for connections to memory or
scent.)

» Vituperate: To blame or insult (someone) in strong or violent language. (Look for clues about harsh
criticism or verbal abuse.)

Finally, do not spend too much time on a single super hard word. If you have applied your
strategies (context, connotation, process of elimination) and are still stuck, make your best educated guess
and move on. Time management is critical on the GRE. Dwelling on one obscure word can cost you

valuable time that could be used to answer multiple easier questions correctly.

Practice Cue

When reviewing GRE practice questions, identify any words you did not know. For the truly "super hard"
ones, reflect on whether you could have used process of elimination or connotation to narrow down the
choices. Practice this skill by actively trying to solve questions with unknown words, using only context
and tone. This builds confidence in your strategic abilities, which is as important as your vocabulary
knowledge.
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

o Mastering high-frequency GRE words involves understanding their nuanced and less common

definitions.

» Stay updated on GRE vocabulary trends by analyzing official practice materials for shifts in

word usage and question types.

» Employ spaced repetition, context clues, roots, prefixes, suffixes, and mnemonics for effective
vocabulary acquisition.

» Be vigilant for confusing compound words and misleading words that sound or look similar but
have distinct meanings.

e The 're-' prefix commonly signifies 'again' or 'back,' and understanding its dual nature helps

decode many words.

o For super hard words, rely on process of elimination, inferring connotation, and efficient time

management rather than precise definition recall.

CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING

Answer these before moving on. Model answers are in the Answer Key at the back of this guide.

1. Why is it important to learn multiple meanings for high-frequency GRE words?

2. Explain the concept of spaced repetition and why it is an effective vocabulary learning strategy.
3. How can understanding prefixes, roots, and suffixes help you on the GRE?

4. What is the primary difference between 'proscribe’ and "prescribe'?

5. When encountering a 'super hard' word on the GRE that you do not know, what strategies should you
employ?
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CHAPTER 2

Section 2

This chapter focuses on mastering the nuances of GRE vocabulary, moving beyond simple
definitions to a deeper understanding of word usage and context. You will learn to identify and
correctly use words that are often confused, misleading, or simply appear more difficult than they

are.

We will also explore the power of root words as a tool for decoding unfamiliar terms and introduce
effective memorization strategies, including mnemonics, to ensure your vocabulary sticks. By the
end of this chapter, you will possess a more precise and robust vocabulary, ready to tackle the
challenges of the GRE.

Navigating Tricky Vocabulary

Covers: Misleading GRE Words - GRE Vocabulary Wednesday - Commonly Confused GRE Words - GRE Vocabulary Wednesday - GRE
Words You Think You Know....But You Actually Don't - GRE Vocabulary Wednesday - GRE Words You May Be Using WRONG - GRE
Vocabulary Wednesday

This section addresses a common challenge on the GRE: words that appear straightforward but carry
specific, often subtle, meanings distinct from everyday usage. Success on the GRE requires a precise
understanding of vocabulary, moving beyond general familiarity to grasp the exact denotation and
connotation of each term. We will explore several categories of tricky words and provide strategies for

mastering them.

Misleading GRE Words

Some words on the GRE are "misleading" because their most common usage differs significantly from the
specific meaning tested on the exam. For instance, consider the word sanguine. In everyday conversation,
one might associate "sanguine" with blood or a ruddy complexion. However, on the GRE, sanguine almost
always means "optimistic" or "hopeful." A sentence like "Despite the recent setbacks, her outlook
remained sanguine" uses the GRE-relevant meaning. Another example is pedestrian. While it literally
means "a person walking," on the GRE, it frequently describes something "lacking imagination" or
"ordinary." A pedestrian essay is uninspired, not an essay about walking. To overcome this, always
consider if a word has a less common, more academic meaning. When you encounter a word you think

you know, pause and ask if there is another layer of meaning.

Commonly Confused GRE Words

The GRE often tests your ability to distinguish between words that look or sound similar but have entirely
different meanings. These "commonly confused words" are traps for the unwary. Take affect and effect.
Affect is typically a verb meaning "to influence" (e.g., "The weather affected our plans"). Effect is usually a
noun meaning "a result” (e.g., "The weather had a significant effect on our plans"). Effect can also be a
verb meaning "to bring about” (e.g., "The committee will effect change"), but this usage is less common
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and more formal. Another pair is appraise and apprise. To appraise means "to assess the value of
something" (e.g., "The jeweler appraised the diamond"). To apprise means "to inform someone" (e.g.,
"We will apprise you of any developments"). The key here is to learn these pairs together, focusing on
their distinct definitions and typical grammatical roles. Create flashcards with both words on one side and

their definitions and example sentences on the other.

Words You Think You Know, But Don't

Beyond misleading words, some terms have a primary, common meaning and a secondary, more nuanced
meaning that the GRE prefers. The word qualify is a prime example. While it often means "to meet
requirements" (e.g., "She qualified for the scholarship"), on the GRE, it frequently means "to limit or
modify a statement." If you qualify a statement, you are adding conditions or exceptions to it, making it
less absolute. For instance, "His praise was qualified by several criticisms" means his praise was not
absolute; it came with caveats. Similarly, table as a verb can mean "to postpone discussion of something."
If a motion is tabled in a meeting, it is put aside for later. Be vigilant for these secondary, often more

formal, meanings.

Words You May Be Using Wrong

Some words are frequently misused in casual conversation, but the GRE demands precise application.
Consider enervate. Many people assume it means "to energize" because of the "nerve" component. In
reality, enervate means "to weaken or drain of energy." A long, difficult day might enervate you. Another
example is prodigal. While it can relate to spending, it specifically means "wastefully extravagant" or
"recklessly wasteful." A prodigal son wastes his inheritance, not just spends it. To correct these common
misuses, pay close attention to dictionary definitions and example sentences. When you encounter a word
you've heard used often, verify its precise meaning. Practice using these words correctly in your own

sentences to solidify your understanding.

Practice Exercise: For each word below, write two sentences: one using its common, potentially
misleading meaning (if applicable) and another using its precise GRE-relevant meaning.

1. Sanction

2. Restive

3. Disinterested

« Sanction: (Common) The government sanctioned the new trade agreement, giving it official

approval. (GRE) The international community imposed sanctions on the rogue nation, severely

limiting its trade.

» Restive: (Common misconception) The crowd was restive, meaning they needed a rest. (GRE) The

audience grew restive during the lengthy speech, shifting impatiently in their seats.

» Disinterested: (Common misconception) He was disinterested in the topic, meaning he was bored.

(GRE) A judge must remain disinterested to ensure a fair trial, meaning impartial and unbiased.

This section emphasizes that GRE vocabulary mastery involves more than rote memorization; it requires a
deep understanding of nuance, context, and common pitfalls. By carefully analyzing words and their

specific applications, you can avoid common errors and improve your score.
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Decoding Complex Words

Covers: Difficult GRE Words that Actually Aren't That Difficult - GRE Vocabulary Wednesday - High Value GRE Root Words - GRE
Vocabulary Wednesday

This section focuses on strategies to demystify seemingly complex vocabulary. Many words appear
intimidating due to their length or unfamiliar sound, but with the right approach, their meanings become
accessible. We will explore how to break down these words and, more importantly, how understanding

common Latin and Greek root words can serve as a powerful tool for decoding a vast array of vocabulary.

Difficult Words That Actually Aren't That Difficult

Some GRE words look formidable but are quite manageable once you understand their core meaning or
typical usage. Often, their difficulty stems from infrequency of use rather than inherent complexity. For
example, pulchritude sounds imposing. However, it simply means "beauty." Knowing this, a sentence like
"The pulchritude of the sunset captivated everyone" becomes clear. Another word, garrulous, might seem
complex, but it means "excessively talkative, especially on trivial matters." If someone is garrulous, they
talk a lot. The key here is not to be intimidated by the length or sound of a word. Instead, try to associate it
with a simpler synonym or a memorable image. Sometimes, these words are simply more formal or
academic versions of common concepts. Do not let their appearance deter you; often, a quick check of the
definition reveals a surprisingly straightforward meaning. Make a point to learn these words in context, as

this helps to cement their meaning and makes them less intimidating.

High Value GRE Root Words

One of the most effective strategies for decoding unfamiliar vocabulary is to understand common Latin
and Greek root words. Roots are the fundamental building blocks of many English words. By recognizing a
root, you can often infer the meaning of an entire word, even if you have never seen it before. This skill is
invaluable on the GRE, where you will encounter many words derived from these ancient languages.

Let us examine some high-value roots:

e Mal- (bad, evil):

« Malign: to speak evil of; evil in nature.

o Malady: a disease or ailment.

e Malevolent: having or showing a wish to do evil to others.
» Malefactor: a person who commits a crime or other wrong.
* Ben-/Bene- (good, well):

» Beneficial: favorable or advantageous.

» Benevolent: well meaning and kindly.

» Benign: gentle, kind; not harmful.

e Benediction: a prayer asking for divine blessing.

* Eu- (good, well):

» Eulogy: a speech or piece of writing that praises someone highly, typically someone who has just died.
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» Euphony: the quality of being pleasing to the ear, especially through a harmonious combination of

words.

o Euphemism: a mild or indirect word or expression substituted for one considered to be too harsh or
blunt.

e Pre- (before):

» Precede: to come before in time or order.

» Prescient: having or showing knowledge of events before they take place.

o Preclude: to prevent from happening.

e Post- (after):

» Postpone: to arrange for something to take place at a later time.

o Posthumous: occurring, awarded, or appearing after the death of the originator.

e Cred- (believe):

o Credible: able to be believed; convincing.

» Incredulous: unwilling or unable to believe something.

» Credence: belief in or acceptance of something as true.

» Dict- (speak, say):

 Dictate: to lay down authoritatively; to say or read aloud for another to transcribe.
 Edict: an official order or proclamation issued by an authority.

» Malediction: a magical word or phrase uttered with the intention of bringing about evil or destruction;

a curse.

When you encounter a new word, look for familiar prefixes, suffixes, or roots. For example, if you see
malevolent, you can recognize "mal-" (bad) and "vol-" (will, wish), leading you to understand it means
"wishing bad." This method significantly expands your vocabulary by allowing you to infer meanings
rather than memorizing every single word. Keep a running list of common roots and their meanings, and

practice identifying them in new words you encounter.
Practice Exercise: Using your knowledge of roots, try to deduce the meaning of the following words.

1. Philanthropy (Hint: phil- love, anthrop- human)

N

. Chronology (Hint: chron- time, -logy study of)

. Misogyny (Hint: miso- hate, gyn- woman)

w

Philanthropy: Love of humanity, especially as shown in donations to good causes.

Chronology: The arrangement of events or dates in the order of their occurrence.

Misogyny: Dislike of, contempt for, or ingrained prejudice against women.

By actively engaging with root words, you transform vocabulary learning from a daunting task into a

logical puzzle, making even the most complex words approachable.
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Mastering Advanced Vocabulary and Retention

Covers: Perfect GRE Score Words - GRE Vocabulary Wednesday - GRE Vocabulary Memorization Tricks: Mnemonics - GRE Vocab
Wednesday

This final section addresses two critical aspects of GRE vocabulary preparation: targeting words that often
differentiate top scores and employing effective strategies to ensure long-term retention. Merely knowing
definitions is not enough; you must be able to recall words quickly and apply them accurately in various

contexts.

Perfect GRE Score Words

Achieving a top GRE verbal score often requires familiarity with words that are not just common, but also
nuanced, subtle, or less frequently encountered in everyday speech. These "perfect score words" test a
deeper level of vocabulary mastery. They often involve abstract concepts, fine distinctions between
synonyms, or highly specific contexts. For example, erudite means "having or showing great knowledge or
learning." While "knowledgeable" is a synonym, erudite implies a deeper, more academic, and often
scholarly kind of learning. A sentence might read, "The professor's erudite lecture was filled with

references to obscure historical texts."

Another example is ubiquitous, meaning "present, appearing, or found everywhere." While "common" or
"widespread" are close, ubiquitous emphasizes an almost omnipresent quality. For instance, "In the digital
age, smartphones have become ubiquitous." A third example is recondite, meaning "difficult or impossible
to understand; obscure." This word describes knowledge that is beyond the grasp of ordinary
understanding, often due to its complexity or specialized nature. "The philosopher's theories were so
recondite that only a few scholars could fully comprehend them."

To master these words, focus on their precise connotations and the specific situations in which they are
used. Pay attention to how they differ from their simpler synonyms. Reading widely in academic articles,
literary criticism, and sophisticated non-fiction can expose you to these words in their natural habitats,
helping you to internalize their usage. Do not just memorize the definition; understand the feeling or
implication of the word.

GRE Vocabulary Memorization Tricks: Mnemonics

Memorizing hundreds of new words can feel overwhelming, but mnemonic devices offer powerful ways to
make words stick. Mnemonics are memory aids that help you associate new information with something
you already know or can easily visualize. The goal is to create a strong, often unusual or humorous,

connection that makes recall effortless.
Here are some effective mnemonic techniques:

» Visual Imagery: This is one of the most potent methods. Create a vivid, often exaggerated, mental

image that links the word's sound or appearance to its meaning.

» Example: Garrulous (meaning excessively talkative). Imagine a garrage full of rulers, and each
ruler is talking non-stop, loudly and endlessly, about trivial matters. The image of rulers chattering in a

garage is absurd and memorable.
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» Sound-Alike Associations (Keyword Method): Find a familiar word or phrase that sounds

similar to the new word, then create an image or story connecting the sound-alike to the definition.

« Example: Mendacious (meaning lying, untruthful). It sounds like "men-DARE-shus." Imagine a
group of men daring each other to tell outrageous lies. The image helps you remember that

mendacious means lying.

 Example: Enervate (meaning to weaken, drain energy). It sounds like "INNER-vate." Imagine a

person whose inner strength has been evaporated, leaving them weak and drained.

» Storytelling: Weave several new words into a short, imaginative story. The narrative context helps

link the words together and provides a framework for recall.

» Personal Connection: Connect a word to a personal experience, a person you know, or a specific
event. The more personal and emotional the connection, the stronger the memory.

« Example: Ephemeral (meaning lasting for a very short time). Think of a favorite childhood toy that
broke quickly, making its existence ephemeral.

When creating mnemonics, aim for creativity and distinctiveness. The more bizarre, humorous, or

personal your mnemonic, the more effective it will likely be. Do not be afraid to be silly. Regularly review
your mnemonics and the associated words. Over time, the mnemonic will fade, and the direct connection
between the word and its meaning will strengthen, leading to effortless recall. Practice creating your own
mnemonics for challenging words. This active engagement with the vocabulary is far more effective than

passive reading.

Practice Exercise: Create a mnemonic (visual image or sound-alike story) for each of the following
words:
1. Gregarious (meaning sociable, fond of company)
2. Obsequious (meaning overly submissive, fawning)
» Gregarious: Imagine a GREG standing in a GArden with RIbbonS tied to him, and he is trying to
hug everyone who walks by, always seeking company.
» Obsequious: Imagine someone saying "OB, SEE, QUIUS!" while bowing excessively low and fawning

over a king, trying to be overly submissive.

By actively developing and using these memorization techniques, you can build a robust GRE vocabulary
that you not only understand but can also confidently recall and apply under pressure.

MEGACOURSE 18 megacourse.app



GRE VOCABULARY BUILDER CHAPTER 2 - SECTION 2

KEY TAKEAWAYS

» Many GRE words have specific meanings that differ from their common usage, requiring careful

attention to context.
 Distinguishing between commonly confused words is crucial for accuracy on the exam.

e Understanding common Latin and Greek roots can help you deduce the meanings of many

unfamiliar words.

» Words that appear difficult often reveal simpler meanings when broken down or viewed in

context.

» Effective memorization techniques, such as mnemonics, significantly enhance vocabulary

retention.

» A strong vocabulary involves not just knowing definitions but also understanding connotation

and proper application.

CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING

Answer these before moving on. Model answers are in the Answer Key at the back of this guide.

1. Explain why some GRE words can be "misleading" and provide an example.
2. How can understanding root words help you approach an unfamiliar GRE vocabulary word?
3. Describe two different mnemonic techniques and how you might apply them to learn a new word.

4. Why is it important to pay attention to the precise usage of words, even if you think you know their

general meaning?

5. What strategy would you use when encountering a pair of commonly confused words on the GRE?
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CHAPTER 3

Mastering Advanced GRE Vocabulary

Chapter 3 focuses on expanding your vocabulary to include more challenging words, understanding
their nuances, and applying them effectively. We move beyond basic definitions to explore words
with multiple meanings, terms common in specialized fields, and strategies for tackling words that
are inherently tricky or difficult to pronounce. This chapter equips you with the tools to confidently
approach the most demanding vocabulary questions on the GRE.

Building a robust vocabulary requires more than rote memorization. It demands a deep
understanding of how words function in context, their subtle connotations, and their precise
applications. By engaging with these advanced concepts, you will solidify your word knowledge and

develop a versatile vocabulary ready for any challenge the test presents.

Advanced and Tricky GRE Words

Covers: Even More Difficult GRE Words - GRE Vocabulary Wednesday - Trickiest GRE Words - GRE Vocabulary Wednesday

The GRE often tests words that are not merely uncommon, but also inherently tricky. These words can
possess subtle distinctions, abstract meanings, or appear familiar while having an obscure primary
definition. Mastering them requires careful attention to detail and a willingness to look beyond initial

impressions.

Consider words like equivocal, meaning open to more than one interpretation, often deliberately
ambiguous. A common mistake is to confuse it with unequivocal, which means leaving no doubt. Another
example is garrulous, meaning excessively talkative, especially on trivial matters. Its opposite, laconic,
means using few words. These pairs highlight the importance of precise definitions.

Some words are tricky because they describe complex human behaviors or abstract concepts. Profligate,
for instance, describes someone recklessly extravagant or wasteful in the use of resources. Soporific refers
to something that tends to induce drowsiness or sleep. Obsequious describes someone excessively
obedient or attentive to an excessive degree, often for personal gain. These words require understanding a

nuanced characteristic rather than a simple object.

To approach these words effectively, always consult a reliable dictionary. Pay close attention to synonyms
and antonyms, as these relationships often clarify meaning. Do not assume a word's meaning based on its
sound or a superficial resemblance to another word. For example, exacerbate means to make a problem,
bad situation, or negative feeling worse, not to exaggerate.

Practice Cues:

1. Contextual Sentences: For each difficult word, write three sentences. Each sentence should
demonstrate a different valid usage of the word. This forces you to think about its flexibility and

precise application.
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2. Flashcard Details: On your flashcards, include not only the definition but also a clear example
sentence, at least one synonym, and one antonym. Also, note any common confusions or words it is

often mistaken for. Review these details regularly.

3. Active Recall: When reviewing, do not just read the definition. Try to define the word in your own
words first, then check your answer. This active recall strengthens memory and understanding. For
example, if you see inimical, try to recall its meaning (tending to obstruct or harm, hostile) before

flipping the card.

Unpacking Multiple Meanings and Nuances

Covers: GRE Words with Second Meanings - GRE Vocabulary Wednesday - GRE Words for English Learners - GRE Vocabulary
Wednesday

Many GRE words possess multiple distinct meanings, and the test frequently targets the less common or
more subtle definitions. Relying solely on a word's most familiar meaning can lead to misinterpretation.
For English learners, this challenge is compounded by potential false friends, idioms, and subtle

connotations that might not translate directly from their native language.

Consider the word sanction. Its common meaning is official permission or approval, as in 'The committee
sanctioned the new proposal.' However, it can also mean a penalty for disobeying a law or rule, as in
'Economic sanctions were imposed on the rogue nation.' The GRE often tests this second, less intuitive
meaning. Similarly, qualify can mean to meet a condition, but it also means to make a statement or

assertion less absolute, to add reservations. 'He qualified his praise with a few criticisms.'

Another example is pedestrian, which typically refers to a person walking. On the GRE, it often appears as
an adjective meaning lacking inspiration or excitement, dull. "The speaker's delivery was so pedestrian
that many audience members fell asleep.' The word check can mean to stop or slow the progress of
something, beyond its more common use as to verify or examine. "The new regulations served to check the

rapid growth of the industry.'

For English learners, understanding these nuances is critical. Focus on the context in which a word
appears. The surrounding words and the overall tone of a sentence provide crucial context clues that help
discern the intended meaning. Pay attention to prefixes, suffixes, and root words, as these can often
provide hints about a word's core meaning, even if the specific definition is unfamiliar. For example,

knowing that 'bene-' means good can help with words like benevolent or beneficial.

Practice Cues:

1. Sentence Analysis: Take words with multiple meanings (e.g., base, plastic, refute). Find or create
two sentences for each word, with each sentence clearly demonstrating a different meaning. Explain

how the context shifts the meaning.

2. Connotation vs. Denotation: For words that are close in meaning, like stubborn and resolute,
identify their denotation (literal meaning) and connotation (implied emotional association). Stubborn

often has a negative connotation, while resolute is usually positive.

3. Reading Widely: Read articles from diverse sources, including academic journals, literary criticism,
and reputable news publications. Actively look for words used in unfamiliar ways. Keep a log of these
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instances and research the less common meanings. This exposure helps build a mental semantic
network.

Specialized Vocabulary for Diverse Contexts

Covers: GRE Words for STEM Students - GRE Vocabulary Wednesday - Workplace Words - GRE Vocabulary Wednesday

The GRE draws vocabulary from a wide array of disciplines, including science, technology, engineering,
and mathematics (STEM), as well as professional and workplace environments. While you are not
expected to be an expert in these fields, understanding the general academic and professional vocabulary
associated with them is crucial. These are not typically highly technical jargon, but rather words that

frequently appear in discussions within these domains.

For STEM students, words like empirical (based on observation or experience rather than theory or pure
logic), paradigm (a typical example or pattern of something; a model), and hypothesis (a proposed
explanation made on the basis of limited evidence as a starting point for further investigation) are
common. Other examples include rigorous (extremely thorough, exhaustive, or accurate) and discrepancy
(a lack of compatibility or similarity between two or more facts). These terms are foundational to scientific

inquiry and critical thinking across various scientific disciplines.

In workplace contexts, words such as consensus (general agreement), mitigate (make less severe, serious,
or painful), and synergy (the interaction or cooperation of two or more organizations, substances, or
other agents to produce a combined effect greater than the sum of their separate effects) are frequently
encountered. Other relevant terms include delineate (describe or portray something precisely) and
proprietary (relating to an owner or ownership, or manufactured and sold by an individual or company
having the exclusive legal right to make and sell it). These words reflect the formal and strategic

communication common in professional settings.

Understanding the general context of a passage, whether it is discussing a scientific experiment, a
business strategy, or a policy debate, can help you infer the meaning of these words. The GRE assumes a

broad academic literacy, so exposure to different types of texts is beneficial.

Practice Cues:

1. Diverse Reading: Regularly read articles from the science section of reputable newspapers (e.g., The
New York Times, The Wall Street Journal), scientific magazines (e.g., Scientific American, Nature),
and business publications (e.g., Harvard Business Review, Forbes). Highlight words that seem to be

used frequently in these specific contexts.

2. Contextual Application: For a word like mitigate, create a sentence that uses it in a business
context ('The new software aims to mitigate the risk of data breaches') and another in an

environmental context ('Efforts to mitigate climate change are ongoing").

3. Thematic Grouping: When you encounter a new word, try to group it with other words that share a
similar theme or field. For example, empirical, hypothesis, and rigorous could be grouped under

'Scientific Method Vocabulary'. This helps build associations and strengthens recall.
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Pronunciation and Sustained Vocabulary Growth

Covers: Hard to Pronounce GRE Words - GRE Vocabulary Wednesday - Vocabulary Builder Words - GRE Vocabulary Wednesday

Correct pronunciation is often overlooked in vocabulary preparation, but it is a vital component of true
word mastery. Proper pronunciation aids memory, helps distinguish between similar-sounding words,
and builds confidence in using new vocabulary. The GRE itself does not test pronunciation, but knowing

how to say a word correctly reinforces its spelling and meaning, making it easier to recall under pressure.

Many GRE words are challenging to pronounce due to their origins in Greek or Latin, silent letters, or
unusual stress patterns. For example, anathema (uh-NATH-uh-mubh) is often mispronounced. Another
common one is epitome (uh-PIT-uh-mee), meaning a perfect example of something. The 'e' at the end is
silent, and the stress is on the second syllable. Indict (in-DYT) has a silent 'c'. Malaise (muh-LAYZ) refers
to a general feeling of discomfort, illness, or uneasiness whose exact cause is difficult to identify.

Ubiquitous (yoo-BIK-wuh-tuhs) means present, appearing, or found everywhere.

To build a sustained vocabulary, integrate new words into your daily life. Reading widely is paramount.
When you encounter an unfamiliar word, do not just skip it. Look it up immediately. Pay attention to its
definition, synonyms, antonyms, and importantly, its pronunciation. Many online dictionaries offer audio
pronunciations, which are invaluable. Write down the phonetic spelling on your flashcards. Say the word

aloud multiple times.

Beyond simple memorization, effective vocabulary building relies on active recall and spaced repetition.
Do not just passively review flashcards. Actively test yourself. Try to use new words in your writing and
speaking. The more you interact with a word in different contexts, the stronger your recall will become.
Consistency is key. A few minutes of focused vocabulary work each day is more effective than infrequent,

long study sessions.

Practice Cues:

1. Pronunciation Check: For every new word, look up its pronunciation and say it aloud five times. If
available, listen to the audio pronunciation from an online dictionary. Write down a simplified
phonetic spelling on your flashcard to aid recall.

2. Sentence Creation with Sound: Create sentences using new words, and then read those sentences

aloud. This helps you hear the word in context and practice its pronunciation within a natural flow.

3. Spaced Repetition System: Implement a spaced repetition system (like digital flashcards or a
physical card box system). Review words at increasing intervals: daily, then every few days, then

weekly, and so on. Prioritize words you struggle with by reviewing them more frequently.

4. Active Integration: Make a conscious effort to use 1-2 new GRE words daily in your conversations
or writing, even if it feels forced initially. This active use solidifies your understanding and makes the
words feel more natural.
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KEY TAKEAWAYS
o Mastering GRE vocabulary requires understanding subtle distinctions and multiple meanings,
not just basic definitions.

» Context clues are essential for accurately interpreting challenging words, especially those with

less common uses.

o The GRE tests vocabulary from diverse fields, including STEM and professional settings,
requiring broad academic literacy.

» Pronunciation aids memory and confidence, making it a valuable, though often overlooked, part
of vocabulary acquisition.

» Consistent practice, active recall, and spaced repetition are crucial for long-term vocabulary

retention and mastery.

» Do not assume a word's meaning based on superficial resemblances or a single known

definition; always verify its precise usage.

CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING
Answer these before moving on. Model answers are in the Answer Key at the back of this guide.
1. Why is it important to learn multiple meanings for a single word when preparing for the GRE?
2. How can context clues help you decipher the meaning of an unfamiliar word on the GRE?
3. What are two common characteristics of 'difficult’' GRE words?
4. Why should GRE test-takers pay attention to words used in STEM or workplace contexts?

5. How does correct pronunciation contribute to vocabulary mastery?
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CHAPTER 4

Expanding Your GRE Vocabulary Toolkit

Chapter 4 builds on your foundational vocabulary by introducing a diverse range of words and
effective learning strategies. You will move beyond simple memorization to understand words in

context, identify their nuances, and learn how to distinguish between commonly confused terms.

This chapter focuses on themed word lists, demonstrating how to use humor, specific scenarios, and
categorization to make new vocabulary stick. Mastering these words and techniques will
significantly enhance your ability to tackle Text Completion and Sentence Equivalence questions on
the GRE.

Using Humor and Memorable Contexts for Retention

Covers: Funniest GRE Words - GRE Vocabulary Wednesday (video, 4 min) - GRE Vocabulary Wednesdays with Moira Rose from
Schitt's Creek (video, 4 min)

Learning GRE vocabulary does not have to be a dry exercise. One highly effective strategy is to associate
new words with humor, vivid imagery, or memorable personalities. When a word makes you laugh or
conjures a strong mental picture, it becomes easier to recall under pressure. This approach taps into your
emotional memory, creating stronger neural pathways for retention.

Consider words that are inherently amusing due to their sound or meaning. For instance, cacophony (a
harsh, discordant mixture of sounds) is often used to describe a chaotic orchestra or a particularly bad
singing group. The word itself sounds a bit jarring. Another example is discombobulate, meaning to
confuse or disconcert. Imagine trying to give a presentation only to have your notes fly everywhere,
leaving you utterly discombobulated. Similarly, flummox means to perplex greatly. Think of a riddle that

completely flummoxes you, leaving you scratching your head.

Beyond inherently funny words, you can create memorable contexts using characters or situations. The
character of Moira Rose, known for her unique and dramatic vocabulary, offers an excellent framework.
When you encounter a word, try to imagine her using it. For example, behoove (to be appropriate or
necessary) could be used by Moira to say, "It would behoove you to remember your lines." Another word,
persnickety (overly precise or fussy), perfectly describes her meticulous nature. She might declare, "I am
quite persnickety about my wigs." Absquatulate (to leave abruptly) sounds grand and theatrical, fitting
her flair. Imagine her absquatulating from a dull party. Folderol (trivial or foolish nonsense) is a word
she might use to dismiss something she considers beneath her. Finally, callipygian (having shapely
buttocks) is a wonderfully unusual descriptive word that, when imagined in her distinctive voice, becomes

unforgettable.

To practice this technique, pick five new vocabulary words each day. For each word, try to do the

following;:

1. Define it clearly. Understand its core meaning.
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2. Say it aloud. Pay attention to its sound and rhythm.

3. Create a funny or vivid sentence. The more unusual or exaggerated, the better. Link it to a
personal experience, a fictional character, or a silly scenario.

4. Draw a quick sketch. Even a stick figure drawing can solidify the image in your mind.

5. Review these words daily. The humor and context will make recall much faster than rote
memorization. This method not only helps you remember definitions but also improves your ability to

use words correctly in various contexts, a crucial skill for the GRE.

Words for Specific Contexts and Discourse

Covers: GRE Vocab Wednesday: Darkness Descends (video, 2 min) - GRE Vocab Wednesday: Presidential Debate Words (video, 3
min)

Many GRE words are particularly potent because they describe specific atmospheres, events, or types of
discourse. Understanding these words allows you to grasp the subtle implications of a sentence or
passage, which is vital for Text Completion and Sentence Equivalence. Instead of just knowing a

definition, aim to understand the feeling or situation a word evokes.

Consider words that describe degrees of darkness or twilight. Crepuscular refers to animals active
during twilight, or simply to the dim light of twilight itself. Think of the quiet hush of a forest at dusk,
when crepuscular creatures begin to stir. Tenebrous means dark, shadowy, or obscure. A tenebrous alley
might feel menacing and unwelcoming. Umbrage, while often meaning offense or annoyance, also refers
to shade or a shadow, especially of trees. Taking umbrage can be like being cast into a shadow of
displeasure. Penumbra is the partially shaded outer region of a shadow cast by an opaque object, or a
surrounding area where something exists to a lesser degree. This word often appears in scientific or
metaphorical contexts, describing an area of uncertainty or partial influence. Gloaming is another
beautiful word for twilight or dusk, the time when daylight fades. These words are not just synonyms for

'dark’; they each carry a specific nuance of light, shadow, or time of day.

Similarly, words associated with political discourse, especially debates, carry strong connotations.
Polemic describes a strong verbal or written attack on someone or something. A candidate's speech
might be a polemic against their opponent's policies. Truculent means eager or quick to argue or fight;
aggressively defiant. A truculent debater might constantly interrupt and use harsh language.
Mendacious means not telling the truth; lying. Accusations of mendacious statements are common in
political arguments. Sophistry refers to the use of fallacious arguments, especially with the intention of
deceiving. A politician might employ sophistry to mislead voters without directly lying. Finally, a
demagogue is a political leader who seeks support by appealing to the desires and prejudices of ordinary
people rather than by using rational argument. Understanding these terms helps you analyze the rhetoric
and strategies used in public discourse.

To master words in context, practice by:

1. Reading widely: Pay attention to how authors use these words to set a scene or describe an
interaction.
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2. Creating scenarios: For each word, invent a short story or a hypothetical situation where that word

would be the perfect descriptor.

3. Identifying synonyms and antonyms: This helps you understand the word's position on a

spectrum of meaning.

4. Considering connotation: Does the word have a positive, negative, or neutral emotional

association? This is key for Text Completion.

Categorizing Words and Navigating Tricky Distinctions

Covers: GRE Vocab Wednesday: Group Words (video, 3 min) - GRE Vocab Wednesday: Tricky Words (video, 3 min)

To build a robust GRE vocabulary, it is helpful to organize words into categories and to pay close attention
to words that are frequently confused. Grouping words by theme or type strengthens your mental network

of vocabulary. Addressing tricky distinctions directly prevents common errors on the exam.

One useful category is 'group words' or collective nouns. While you might know a 'flock of birds,' the GRE
often uses more specialized terms. A gaggle refers to a flock of geese, but can also be used informally for a
disorderly group of people. A parliament is a group of owls, a charming and memorable image. A
murder is a group of crows, a rather ominous term. A host can refer to a large number of people or
things, as in 'a host of problems.' To muster means to assemble or collect, often referring to troops or
courage. A coterie is a small group of people with shared interests or tastes, often exclusive. A
constellation is not just stars; it can also mean a collection of associated ideas or qualities. Learning
these specific terms expands your descriptive power and helps you recognize precise language in reading

passages.

Another critical area involves words that sound similar or have overlapping meanings but possess distinct
nuances. These 'tricky words' are common traps on the GRE. For example, affect (verb: to influence;
noun: emotion or mood) and effect (noun: result; verb: to bring about). "The weather affected my mood"
(verb). "The weather had an effect on my mood" (noun). "The new policy will effect change" (verb).
Another pair is allude (to hint at or refer indirectly) and elude (to escape from or avoid). "The speaker
alluded to a past scandal." "The suspect eluded capture for weeks." The distinction between
disinterested (impartial, unbiased) and uninterested (lacking interest) is also crucial. A judge should
be disinterested, but students might be uninterested in a dull lecture. Principle (a fundamental truth or
belief) and principal (most important; head of a school; a sum of money) are often confused. "He lived

"o

by strong principles." "The principal reason for the delay was traffic." Finally, stationary (not moving)

and stationery (writing materials) are homophones with entirely different meanings. "The car remained

stationary." "She bought new stationery for her letters."
To master these distinctions:

1. Create mnemonic devices: For 'stationary' (not moving), remember the 'a' for 'at a place.’ For

'stationery' (writing paper), remember the 'e' for 'envelope.’

2. Write example sentences: Use both words in a pair correctly in separate sentences to reinforce

their distinct meanings.
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3. Focus on parts of speech: Many tricky words differ in their typical grammatical function (e.g.,

affect is usually a verb, effect usually a noun).

4. Practice with fill-in-the-blank exercises: Actively choosing the correct word forces you to

consider the subtle differences.

Tackling Advanced and Challenging Vocabulary

Covers: GRE Vocab Wednesday: Words from Magooshers (video, 3 min) - GRE Vocab Wednesday: Tough S Words (video, 3 min)

As you progress in your GRE vocabulary preparation, you will encounter words that are inherently more
challenging, either because they are less common, have subtle meanings, or are frequently misused. This

section focuses on strategies for mastering such advanced terms, drawing from words that students often
find difficult.

Many challenging words describe abstract concepts or nuanced human behaviors. For example,
ephemeral means lasting for a very short time. Think of a beautiful sunset, which is an ephemeral
moment. Ubiquitous means present, appearing, or found everywhere. In the digital age, smartphones
have become ubiquitous. Nascent describes something just coming into existence and beginning to
display signs of future potential. A nascent industry is one that is still in its early stages of development.
Obsequious means obedient or attentive to an excessive or servile degree. An obsequious assistant might
constantly praise their boss to gain favor. Paucity refers to the presence of something only in small or
insufficient quantities or amounts; scarcity. A paucity of evidence can lead to an acquittal. These words
require careful attention to their precise definitions and typical usage contexts.

Another category of challenging words includes those that might sound similar or have overlapping
meanings, but are distinct. The 'tough S words' are a prime example. A sycophant is a person who acts
obsequiously toward someone important in order to gain advantage. This is similar to 'obsequious’ but
refers specifically to the person. Spurious means not being what it purports to be; false or fake. A
spurious claim lacks factual basis. Specious means superficially plausible but actually wrong. A specious
argument might sound convincing at first but falls apart upon closer examination. The distinction
between spurious and specious is important: spurious implies outright falsehood, while specious implies
deceptive appearance of truth. Sanguine means optimistic or positive, especially in an apparently bad or
difficult situation. A sanguine outlook can be helpful during challenging times. Salubrious means
health-giving; healthy. A salubrious climate is good for one's well-being. Finally, sagacious means having
or showing keen mental discernment and good judgment; wise. A sagacious leader makes thoughtful
decisions. Notice how these 'S' words cover a range of meanings from character traits to qualities of
arguments or environments.

To effectively learn these advanced words:

1. Break down complex definitions: If a definition is long, identify the core meaning and any

specific conditions or nuances.

2. Look for roots and prefixes/suffixes: Understanding etymology can provide clues to meaning.
For example, 'salu-' often relates to health (salubrious, salutary).
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3. Practice active recall: Instead of just rereading definitions, try to define the word from memory or

use it in a sentence without looking it up.

4. Create concept maps: Group related words (e.g., words describing flattery: obsequious, sycophant)

to see their relationships and distinctions more clearly.

5. Use flashcards with example sentences: A good example sentence provides context and

reinforces correct usage.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
e Use humor, vivid imagery, and memorable contexts to create strong associations for new
vocabulary words.

e Understand that many GRE words carry specific connotations and are best learned by

associating them with particular atmospheres, events, or types of discourse.

» Categorize words by theme, such as collective nouns, to build a more organized and accessible

vocabulary network.

o Master tricky word pairs by focusing on their subtle distinctions, parts of speech, and common

usage patterns.

» Tackle advanced vocabulary by breaking down complex definitions, identifying word roots, and
practicing active recall in context.

» Regularly review all new words using varied methods to ensure long-term retention and
application on the GRE.

CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING
Answer these before moving on. Model answers are in the Answer Key at the back of this guide.
1. How can associating words with humor or memorable characters improve retention?
2. Explain the difference between 'spurious' and 'specious' arguments.
3. Provide an example of a 'group word' and explain its specific usage.
4. What is the key distinction between 'disinterested' and 'uninterested'?

5. Describe a scenario where the word 'tenebrous' would be appropriate.
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CHAPTER 5

Expanding Your GRE Vocabulary

This chapter builds on your existing vocabulary foundation, introducing advanced strategies for
mastering high-frequency GRE words. You will learn how to approach Sentence Equivalence

questions effectively, a critical component of the GRE Verbal Reasoning section.

We will also explore methods for expanding your word knowledge through thematic grouping,
contextual reading, and focused study of challenging terms. By the end of this chapter, you will have

a refined toolkit for decoding unfamiliar words and confidently applying them in test scenarios.

Mastering Sentence Equivalence Questions

Covers: GRE Vocab Wednesday: Sentence Equivalence from Magoosh Part Il - GRE Vocab Wednesday: Magoosh Sentence
Equivalence

Sentence Equivalence (SE) questions on the GRE require you to select two words that, when placed in the
blank, create two sentences that are similar in meaning. You are presented with a single sentence
containing one blank and six answer choices. Both correct answers must fit the context of the sentence

and be synonyms or near-synonyms of each other.
To approach SE questions effectively, follow a systematic strategy:

1. Analyze the Sentence for Clues: Read the sentence carefully. Identify its main idea, overall tone
(positive, negative, neutral), and any structural clues. Look for words that indicate contrast (such as

nn nn

"but," "however," "although"), cause and effect (like "because," "therefore," "consequently"), or

comparison. These clues will guide you toward the type of word needed.

2. Predict the Word: Before looking at the answer choices, try to predict a word or phrase that would
logically fit the blank. This helps you focus on the sentence's meaning and avoids being swayed by

tempting distractors among the options.

3. Evaluate Answer Choices:

» First Pass Elimination: Quickly eliminate any words that clearly do not fit the sentence's meaning
or tone. If a word creates a nonsensical or grammatically incorrect sentence, discard it immediately.

» Second Pass for Synonyms: Among the remaining choices, look for pairs of words that are
synonyms or near-synonyms. Remember, both words in the pair must fit the sentence context
perfectly.

» Final Context Check: Even if two words are strong synonyms, ensure that both words make the
sentence logically and grammatically sound. A pair is only correct if each word, when substituted into

the blank, produces a sentence with the same meaning as the other.

Consider this example:
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"While the new policy was intended to foster greater cooperation, its immediate effect was to exacerbate

existing tensions, leading to a more environment."
Choices: A) harmonious, B) contentious, C) tranquil, D) amicable, E) litigious, F) quarrelsome.
» Analysis: The phrase "exacerbate existing tensions" signals a negative outcome, so we need words
that describe a conflict-ridden or hostile environment.
o Prediction: Words like "conflict-ridden" or "hostile" come to mind.

« Elimination: Choices A, C, and D (harmonious, tranquil, amicable) are positive or neutral, so they
can be eliminated.

+ Remaining Choices: B (contentious), E (litigious), F (quarrelsome).

« Synonym Pair Identification: "Contentious" and "quarrelsome" are strong synonyms, both
meaning prone to argument or dispute. "Litigious" means prone to lawsuits, which is a specific type of
conflict, but not a direct synonym for general contentiousness in this context.

» Final Check: Substituting "contentious" or "quarrelsome" into the blank both create sentences that

accurately reflect an environment of increased tension. Therefore, B and F are the correct answers.

Common Pitfalls

» Choosing context-fitting words that are not synonyms: You might find a word that seems to fit
the sentence well, but if there is no other answer choice that is its synonym and also fits, then it cannot

be one of the correct answers.

» Choosing synonyms that do not fit the specific context: A pair of synonyms might exist, but if

neither word makes sense within the sentence's meaning, they are incorrect.
» Overlooking subtle differences in connotation: Some words are close in meaning but carry

different emotional weights or implications. Pay close attention to these nuances.

Practice regularly by focusing on sentence structure and identifying keywords that signal relationships
between different parts of the sentence. Develop a mental "word profile" for each option, including its part

of speech, primary meaning, secondary meanings, and common usage.

Building Vocabulary Through Thematic and Contextual Study

Covers: GRE Vocab Wednesday: Oh G! Words - GRE Vocab Wednesday: Election Words - GRE Vocab Wednesday: Mmmm Words -
GRE Vocab Wednesday: Article of the Month - Warriors

Learning vocabulary words in isolation is often less effective than studying them within thematic groups
or authentic contexts. This approach helps you build connections between words, understand their

nuances, and retain them more effectively.

Thematic Grouping

Organizing words by theme allows you to see how they relate to a particular subject. For instance, an
"Election Words" lesson would introduce terms commonly used in political discourse. Examples include:

» Incumbent: The person currently holding an office or position.
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» Electorate: All the people in a country or area who are entitled to vote in an election.

» Bipartisan: Involving the agreement or cooperation of two political parties that usually oppose each
other.

» Demagogue: A political leader who seeks support by appealing to the desires and prejudices of
ordinary people rather than by using rational argument.

» Rhetoric: The art of effective or persuasive speaking or writing, especially the use of figures of speech

and other compositional techniques.

Understanding these words together helps differentiate their specific uses and appreciate the subtle
differences in their meanings. Similarly, an "Article of the Month - Warriors" lesson would focus on words
related to conflict, strategy, and bravery. Examples might include:

» Bellicose: Demonstrating aggression and willingness to fight.

» Martial: Of or appropriate to war; warlike.

o Capitulate: Cease to resist an opponent or an unwelcome demand; surrender.
When you encounter a new word in an article, first try to infer its meaning from the surrounding text. Pay

attention to how the word functions in the sentence and what other words it is associated with. Then,

confirm your inference with a dictionary.

Letter-Based Grouping
Sometimes, grouping words by their initial letter or sound can serve as a useful mnemonic aid, creating
manageable sets for study. For example, "Oh G! Words" might include:

» Garrulous: Excessively talkative, especially on trivial matters.

» Gregarious: Fond of company; sociable.

o Gratuitous: Uncalled for; lacking good reason; unwarranted.
And "Mmmm Words" could feature:

« Mundane: Lacking interest or excitement; dull.
* Meticulous: Showing great attention to detail; very careful and precise.
» Mitigate: Make less severe, serious, or painful.
This approach is most effective when combined with active definition recall and sentence creation. Do not

simply memorize lists. Actively use the words in your own sentences and discussions to solidify your

understanding of their nuances.

Contextual Learning

Reading widely is paramount for vocabulary growth. When you read an article, book, or even a detailed
news report, pay close attention to how new words are used. For example, if you read, "The general's
bellicose stance surprised many diplomats who had hoped for a more conciliatory approach,” you can

infer that "bellicose" means warlike or aggressive because it contrasts with "conciliatory."
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When you encounter an unfamiliar word, make a note of it along with the sentence in which it appeared.
Then, look up its definition and create your own original sentence using the word. This reinforces both the
word's meaning and its appropriate usage. This practice helps you integrate new vocabulary into your

active knowledge rather than just passively recognizing it.

Practice by choosing a topic you find interesting. Read an article or a short story about it. Identify five to
ten new words you encounter. For each word, write down the sentence where you found it. Then, write

your own sentence using each word correctly. This exercise reinforces both context and active usage.

Advanced Strategies for Challenging Vocabulary

Covers: GRE Vocab Wednesday: Dictionary.com Words of the Day - GRE Vocab Wednesday: More Difficult Words

The GRE often includes words that are challenging not just in their primary meaning, but also in their
subtle connotations or less common applications. Developing advanced strategies for these "More Difficult

Words" is crucial for test success.

Deconstructing Words: Roots, Prefixes, Suffixes
Many complex English words are built from Latin or Greek roots. Knowing common components can
significantly help you infer the meaning of unfamiliar terms. This strategy allows for educated guesses
even when a word is entirely new.

» Prefixes are placed before a root word and modify its meaning. For example:

» mal- (bad): as in malevolent (wishing evil)

» bene- (good): as in benevolent (wishing good)

» eu- (good): as in eulogy (a good speech, often for the deceased)

» dys- (bad, difficult): as in dysfunction (bad or impaired function)

» Roots are the basic parts of words that carry their primary meaning. For instance:

« -cred- (believe): as in credulous (believing easily)

e -duc- (lead): as in induce (lead into)

e -gen- (birth, kind): as in progenitor (an ancestor)

o -loqu- (speak): as in loquacious (talkative)

» Suffixes are placed after a root word and often change its part of speech or add a specific nuance. For

example:
e -acious (full of): as in veracious (truthful)
 -ity (state of): as in veracity (truthfulness)
o -able (capable of): as in verifiable (able to be proven true)

While not foolproof, this method provides a strong starting point for making informed inferences about

word meanings.
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Effective Dictionary Use

Beyond simply looking up a quick definition, a dictionary is a powerful learning tool. Regular engagement
with resources like "Dictionary.com Words of the Day" highlights the value of consistent, in-depth
dictionary use.

When consulting a dictionary, pay attention to:

e Multiple Definitions: Many words have several distinct meanings. For example, pedestrian can
mean "a person walking" or "lacking inspiration or excitement; dull." The context in which you

encounter the word dictates the correct meaning.

o Part of Speech: Note whether a word functions as a noun, verb, adjective, or adverb. This

information is critical for using the word correctly in a sentence.

« Etymology: The origin and historical development of a word can often illuminate its current meaning
and subtle connotations.

+ Synonyms and Antonyms: These lists are invaluable for building a network of related words, which
is especially helpful for Sentence Equivalence questions.

« Example Sentences: Always read the provided example sentences. They illustrate proper usage and
help you understand the word in context.

Active Recall and Spaced Repetition

For "More Difficult Words," consistent and strategic review is essential. Do not just passively reread
definitions. Employ active recall and spaced repetition:

» Create Detailed Flashcards: On one side, write the word. On the other, include its definition, part
of speech, synonyms, antonyms, and two original sentences demonstrating correct usage in different

contexts.

» Use a Spaced Repetition System (SRS): An SRS schedules your reviews at increasingly longer
intervals. Words you struggle with will reappear sooner, while those you know well will be reviewed

less frequently. This optimizes your study time and enhances long-term retention.

» Regularly Test Yourself: Can you define the word without prompts? Can you use it correctly in a
new, complex sentence? Can you identify its opposite? Self-testing is a powerful way to solidify your
understanding.

Practice by selecting five words from this chapter that you find particularly challenging. For each word,
research its etymology, list all its definitions, find two synonyms and two antonyms, and construct three
unique sentences using the word in different contexts or with different meanings if applicable.
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KEY TAKEAWAYS
o Mastering Sentence Equivalence requires identifying synonym pairs that precisely fit the
sentence's context and overall meaning.

o Learning vocabulary in thematic groups or through contextual reading enhances retention and

understanding of word nuances.

» Deconstructing words by recognizing common roots, prefixes, and suffixes can help you infer
the meaning of unfamiliar terms.

« Effective dictionary use goes beyond basic definitions; it involves examining multiple meanings,
parts of speech, etymology, and example sentences.

» Consistent active recall and spaced repetition are crucial for solidifying your understanding and

memory of challenging vocabulary words.

CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING
Answer these before moving on. Model answers are in the Answer Key at the back of this guide.
1. What are the two primary requirements for selecting correct answers in a Sentence Equivalence
question?
2. How can thematic grouping of vocabulary words aid in your study process?

3. Explain how understanding root words, prefixes, and suffixes can assist you when encountering an

unfamiliar word.

4. Beyond simply looking up a definition, what other aspects of a dictionary entry should you pay

attention to for comprehensive vocabulary learning?

5. Why is active recall, often facilitated by a spaced repetition system, particularly effective for

memorizing difficult vocabulary?
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CHAPTER 6

The Vocabulary System

This chapter explains how the GRE General Test assesses vocabulary and provides a practical,
evidence-based system for long-term word retention. You will learn the specific question types that
test vocabulary and the strategies needed to approach them effectively. Beyond test strategies, this
chapter outlines a daily and weekly routine for building and maintaining a robust vocabulary using

spaced repetition, ensuring words stick in your memory for test day and beyond.

Understanding GRE Vocabulary Questions

Covers: How the GRE Actually Tests Vocabulary

The GRE does not test isolated definitions. Instead, it asks you to understand words in context and to
identify their precise meaning and emotional charge. This approach requires a different study method

than simply memorizing flashcards.

Text Completion: Logic First, Words Second

Text Completion questions present a sentence with one or more blanks. Your task is to choose the word or
words that best complete the sentence's meaning. The key is to focus on the sentence's internal logic. Look
for "road signs" such as although, because, despite, indeed, and far from. These words indicate whether
the blank should continue or reverse the sentence's established direction. First, identify these road signs
and the clue phrase related to the blank. Then, predict a simple word that fits the context. Only after
making your prediction should you examine the answer choices. Students who browse choices first often
fall into traps. They select words that are on the right topic but have the wrong direction or connotation.
Always predict before you peek.

Sentence Equivalence: Hunt in Pairs

Sentence Equivalence questions require you to select two words from six choices that, when inserted into
the blank, create sentences with the same meaning. The most efficient strategy is to scan the six choices
for synonym pairs before doing anything else. A word without a partner cannot be a correct answer,
regardless of how well it seems to fit the sentence. Most Sentence Equivalence questions contain one true
synonym pair. They also often include a decoy pair that shares a relationship but not the precise meaning,

and two "loner" words that do not pair with any other option.

Connotation is Half the Meaning

GRE answer choices frequently cluster around a single concept but differ in their emotional charge.
Consider words like slender (neutral or positive) versus scrawny (negative), or confident (positive) versus
arrogant (negative). When learning new vocabulary, always record whether a word carries a positive (+),
neutral (0), or negative (-) charge. Sentences on the GRE often telegraph the required charge. For
example, a phrase like 'her critics grudgingly conceded...' demands a word with a positive connotation,

even if delivered reluctantly.
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Second Meanings are Prime GRE Real Estate

The test frequently uses common words in less familiar senses. Examples include check (to restrain), flag
(to weaken), qualify (to limit a claim), appropriate (to seize), and wanting (deficient). If a familiar word
appears in a sentence and seems out of place, suspect its second meaning before you assume the sentence

is confusing. Always be alert for these alternative definitions.

What This Means for Your Studying

1. Learn Words in Context: Always study words within example sentences. This course's video

lessons model this approach effectively.
2. Record Connotation: Note the charge (+, 0, or -) next to every definition you learn.
3. Identify Second Meanings: Explicitly record and study important second meanings of words.

4. Practice Prediction: Make predicting the answer a consistent habit for every practice question. This

habit is more valuable than knowing hundreds of individual words.

Implementing a Spaced Repetition System

Covers: A Spaced-Repetition Routine That Sticks

Vocabulary acquisition relies on memory, and memory operates according to predictable laws. Building a
robust vocabulary requires a systematic approach, not sporadic cramming. A well-designed system, once
established, can run efficiently with minimal daily effort.

The Forgetting Curve, Weaponized

You forget most new information within days unless you review it precisely as it begins to fade from
memory. Each successful recall, performed just as a word is about to be forgotten, roughly doubles the
interval until its next review is needed. This principle is called spaced repetition. You review words at
expanding intervals (for example, after 1, 3, 7, 14, and 30 days). This method ensures you spend your

study time only on the words that are at the edge of forgetting, maximizing efficiency.

The Daily Loop (15 minutes)

Consistency is crucial for vocabulary retention. Aim for a short, focused daily routine:

1. Learn 10 New Words (5 minutes): Select 10 new words from your course lessons or word lists.
For each word, write down its definition in your own words. Also, note its charge (positive, neutral, or
negative). Crucially, create one original sentence for each word that connects to your personal life or

experiences. Self-generated sentences are the most powerful encoding trick available for memory.

2. Review Due Cards (8 minutes): Use a spaced-repetition flashcard application, or a physical card
box system if you prefer. Review the words that are due for recall today. Grade yourself honestly. A
hesitant recall should be considered a failure. The system works only if the intervals accurately reflect

your true memory strength.

3. Use One Word (2 minutes): Make an effort to use at least one of your new or reviewed words out

loud or in writing today. Sending a text message that incorporates a new word counts. Retrieving a
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word in a real-world context significantly boosts retention.

Card Design Rules

Effective flashcards are essential for spaced repetition:

« Front: Display only the word itself.

» Back: Include your own-words definition, the word's charge, your original sentence, and any partner
words (synonyms or near-synonyms). Partner words are especially important for Sentence
Equivalence questions.

* One Meaning Per Card: If a word has multiple important meanings, create a separate card for each
meaning.

» Memory Hook: Add a memorable hook. This could be an image, a pun, or a person the word

describes. Silly or vivid hooks are often more effective than dignified ones.

The Weekly Loop

Once a week, take about 20 words that you have already learned and reviewed multiple times. Force
pairings among them. Ask yourself: Which of these words are near-synonyms? Which ones differ only in
their emotional charge? This exercise directly mirrors the demands of Sentence Equivalence questions. It
helps convert isolated words into a connected web of knowledge. Words retained in a web are

remembered much better than words on a simple list.

Volume Expectations

Learning 10 new words daily results in approximately 300 words per month. Over three months, this
amounts to roughly 9oo words. This volume is sufficient to cover the high-frequency vocabulary range
that determines success on most Text Completion and Sentence Equivalence questions. The key is
consistency, not intensity. Missing a single day is acceptable, but missing a full week can disrupt your
spaced-repetition intervals. To maintain the habit, chain it to an existing, immovable routine, such as your

morning coffee.
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KEY TAKEAWAYS
» The GRE tests vocabulary in context, requiring understanding of meaning, connotation, and
logical relationships within sentences.

o For Text Completion, predict the missing word and its charge before reviewing answer choices

to avoid traps.

» In Sentence Equivalence questions, always look for two words that are true synonyms and create
sentences with the same meaning,.

» Many common words have important second meanings that the GRE frequently tests.

» Spaced repetition is a highly effective method for long-term vocabulary retention, focusing

reviews on words at the edge of forgetting.

» A consistent daily routine of learning 10 new words, reviewing due cards, and using one word in

context is more effective than infrequent, long study sessions.

» Flashcards should include your own-words definitions, connotation, original sentences, partner

words, and memory hooks for optimal learning.

CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING

Answer these before moving on. Model answers are in the Answer Key at the back of this guide.

1. How does the GRE test vocabulary in Text Completion questions?

2. What is the primary strategy for Sentence Equivalence questions?

3. Why is recording a word's 'charge' important for GRE vocabulary?

4. Explain the core principle of spaced repetition.

5. Describe the key components of the daily 15-minute vocabulary routine.

6. What should be included on the back of a vocabulary flashcard for effective GRE study?
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CHAPTER 7

Final Assessment: Vocabulary Strategy

This chapter serves as your comprehensive final assessment for the GRE Vocabulary Builder course.
It provides an opportunity to evaluate your mastery of high-frequency GRE vocabulary and your

strategic application of vocabulary skills.

The assessment is designed to simulate the vocabulary challenges you will face on the GRE. It tests
not only your knowledge of individual words but also your ability to use context, roots, and

connotation effectively.

Purpose of the Final Assessment

Covers: Final Assessment: Vocabulary Strategy

The Final Assessment is a crucial component of your vocabulary preparation. It functions as a diagnostic
tool, allowing you to gauge your overall progress and identify specific areas for further study. This
assessment consolidates all the learning from previous modules, challenging you to apply your vocabulary
knowledge and strategic thinking under test-like conditions. Your performance here offers valuable

insights into your readiness for the GRE's verbal sections.

What You Should Have Mastered

Covers: Final Assessment: Vocabulary Strategy

By this point in the course, you should have developed a robust set of vocabulary skills. Specifically, you

should have mastered the following learning outcomes:

» High-Frequency GRE Vocabulary: You should recognize and understand a significant number of
words commonly tested on the GRE, recalling their meanings in various contexts.

« Spaced-Repetition Habit: You should have established a consistent habit of reviewing words using
spaced repetition, ensuring long-term retention.

* Decoding Unfamiliar Words: You should be proficient in using roots, connotation, and context
clues to deduce the meanings of words you encounter for the first time.

» Application to GRE Question Types: You should be able to apply your vocabulary knowledge and
strategies directly to Text Completion and Sentence Equivalence questions, which are central to the
GRE Verbal Reasoning section.

Approaching the Assessment

Covers: Final Assessment: Vocabulary Strategy
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Treat this assessment as a genuine practice test. Read all instructions carefully before you begin. As you

answer each question, actively employ the strategies you have learned throughout the course.

First, read the entire sentence or passage to grasp the overall meaning and identify context clues. Next,
consider the connotation (positive, negative, neutral) of the missing words or phrases. If you know word
roots, use them to break down unfamiliar terms. Eliminate answer choices that are clearly incorrect. If
unsure, make an educated guess rather than leaving a question blank. Even though this quiz is short,

practice managing your time efficiently.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

Covers: Final Assessment: Vocabulary Strategy

Students often make specific errors in vocabulary assessments. Being aware of these can help you avoid
them.

» Ignoring Context: A common mistake is selecting a word based solely on one known definition
without considering how it fits the entire sentence. Always read the full sentence to ensure the chosen
word makes logical sense.

« Over-reliance on a Single Meaning: Many GRE words have multiple meanings. Do not assume
the first definition that comes to mind is the correct one for the given context. Consider all possible

nuances.

+ Not Using Elimination: Failing to eliminate obviously incorrect answer choices reduces your
chances of selecting the right answer. Even if you are unsure, narrowing down the options improves

your odds.

 Random Guessing: When stumped, avoid guessing randomly. Instead, try to eliminate at least one

or two options based on connotation, roots, or context before making an informed guess.

+ Misinterpreting Nuance: Some answer choices may be very similar. Pay close attention to subtle
differences in meaning or connotation that might make one word a better fit than another.

Interpreting Your Results

Covers: Final Assessment: Vocabulary Strategy

After completing the assessment, your work is not finished. The most valuable part of any practice quiz is

the review process. Go through every question, especially those you answered incorrectly.

For each incorrect answer, understand why the correct answer is right and why your chosen answer was
wrong. Did you misinterpret a context clue? Did you not know a word's definition? Did you overlook a
root? Identify patterns in your mistakes. For instance, if you consistently struggle with words related to
'ambiguity', make a note to focus on that semantic category.

Use your results to guide your future study plan. Revisit specific modules or lessons that cover the areas
where you performed poorly. This assessment is a learning opportunity, not just a final score. It helps you

refine your ongoing vocabulary building efforts.
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

» The final assessment evaluates both your vocabulary knowledge and strategic application.
» Approach the quiz as a simulated GRE vocabulary section, using all learned strategies.

o Actively employ context clues, word roots, and connotation for every question.

» Avoid common pitfalls such as ignoring context or guessing without eliminating options.

» Thoroughly review all answers, especially incorrect ones, to identify and understand your

learning gaps.

» Use your performance data to refine and focus your ongoing vocabulary study plan.

CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING

Answer these before moving on. Model answers are in the Answer Key at the back of this guide.

1. What is the primary purpose of the Final Assessment in this course?

2. Name two key strategies you should employ when tackling Text Completion or Sentence Equivalence

questions.
3. How should you interpret a low score on the Final Assessment?

4. Why is reviewing incorrect answers crucial after completing the assessment?

MEGACOURSE 42 megacourse.app



GRE VOCABULARY BUILDER GLOSSARY

REFERENCE

Glossary

Connotation

An idea or feeling that a word invokes in addition to its literal or primary meaning; its emotional

association.

Context clues
Hints found within a sentence, paragraph, or passage that a reader can use to understand the meanings of

new or unfamiliar words.

Coterie

A small group of people with shared interests or tastes, often exclusive.

Denotation

The literal or dictionary definition of a word.

Disinterested

Having no personal interest or bias; impartial.

Ephemeral

Lasting for a very short time.

Etymology

The study of the origin of words and how their meanings have changed over time.

Forgetting curve
A psychological concept illustrating the rate at which newly learned information is forgotten over time if

not reinforced.

Homophones

Words that sound alike but have different meanings and often different spellings.

Mnemonic

A technique or device used to aid memory, often involving associations or patterns.

Persnickety

Overly precise or fussy; requiring meticulous attention to detail.

Polemic

A strong verbal or written attack on someone or something.

Prefix

A morpheme placed at the beginning of a word to modify or change its meaning.

Process of elimination

A problem-solving strategy where incorrect answer choices are systematically removed, increasing the
probability of selecting the correct answer.
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Road signs

Words or phrases in a sentence (e.g., 'although,’ 'because,' 'despite') that indicate the logical direction or

relationship of ideas.

Root

The basic part of a word that carries the primary meaning and cannot be broken down further.

Root word
A basic word component that carries the primary meaning and can form new words with prefixes and

suffixes.

Semantic network

A mental web of interconnected words and concepts, where understanding one word helps recall related
words.

Sentence equivalence

A GRE Verbal question type requiring selection of two words that both fit the sentence context and are
synonyms.

Spaced repetition

A learning technique where reviews of material are scheduled at increasing intervals over time to optimize

memory retention.

Spaced repetition system (srs)

A learning technique that incorporates increasing intervals of time between subsequent reviews of
previously learned material.

Specious

Superficially plausible but actually wrong; misleading in appearance.

Suffix

A morpheme added at the end of a word to form a derivative or inflection.

Tenebrous

Dark, shadowy, or obscure.

Text completion
A GRE question type that requires selecting words to fill blanks in a sentence, completing its logical

meaning.

Word roots

The basic parts of words that carry the primary meaning, often derived from Latin or Greek.
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REFERENCE

Answer Key

Chapter 1: Section 1: Building Your Vocabulary Foundation

1. Why is it important to learn multiple meanings for high-frequency GRE words?
The GRE often tests common words in their less obvious or nuanced senses. Knowing only a primary
definition might lead to misinterpreting a sentence or selecting an incorrect answer choice. A

comprehensive understanding of all relevant meanings is crucial for accuracy.

2. Explain the concept of spaced repetition and why it is an effective vocabulary learning
strategy.
Spaced repetition involves reviewing learned material at progressively longer intervals. This method
uses how the brain consolidates memories, bringing words back to mind just as they are about to be
forgotten. This active recall strengthens memory traces, making retention more efficient and durable

compared to massed practice.

3. How can understanding prefixes, roots, and suffixes help you on the GRE?
These word parts are fundamental building blocks of vocabulary. By recognizing common prefixes (like
're-"), roots (like 'bene-"), and suffixes, you can often infer the meaning of an unfamiliar word or at least
narrow down its possible definitions. This skill is invaluable for decoding words in Text Completion

and Sentence Equivalence questions.

4. What is the primary difference between 'proscribe' and 'prescribe'?
'"Proscribe’ means to forbid or condemn, often by law or authority. 'Prescribe' means to advise and
authorize the use of something, typically medicine or a course of action. These words are often

confused due to similar sounds and spellings, but their meanings are opposite.

5. When encountering a 'super hard' word on the GRE that you do not know, what
strategies should you employ?
First, use process of elimination by ruling out answer choices you know are incorrect. Second, try to
infer the word's connotation (positive, negative, neutral) from the context. Finally, do not spend
excessive time on one word; make an educated guess and move on to manage your time effectively.

Chapter 2: Section 2

1. Explain why some GRE words can be "misleading" and provide an example.
Some GRE words are misleading because their most common or everyday usage differs significantly
from the precise, often more formal, meaning tested on the exam. This can lead students to
misinterpret the word's intent in a GRE context. For example, pedestrian commonly refers to a person

walking, but on the GRE, it often means "lacking imagination" or "ordinary."

2. How can understanding root words help you approach an unfamiliar GRE vocabulary
word?

Understanding root words allows you to break down complex, unfamiliar words into smaller, more
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recognizable components. By knowing the meaning of common Latin and Greek roots, prefixes, and
suffixes, you can often infer the general meaning of a new word, even if you have never seen it before.

This strategy provides a powerful tool for decoding a vast array of vocabulary on the GRE.

3. Describe two different mnemonic techniques and how you might apply them to learn a
new word.
One mnemonic technique is visual imagery, where you create a vivid, often absurd, mental picture
connecting the word's sound or appearance to its meaning. For example, to remember garrulous
(talkative), you might imagine a garage full of rulers endlessly chattering. Another technique is the
sound-alike association (keyword method), where you find a familiar word that sounds like the
new word and create a story linking it to the definition. For mendacious (lying), you could imagine

"men daring" each other to tell lies.

4. Why is it important to pay attention to the precise usage of words, even if you think you
know their general meaning?
It is important because the GRE often tests the subtle nuances and specific applications of words,
rather than just their general definitions. Words you think you know might have secondary, more
formal meanings, or they might be commonly misused in casual speech. Paying attention to precise
usage ensures you select the correct word in Text Completion and Sentence Equivalence questions,

avoiding traps based on common misconceptions.

5. What strategy would you use when encountering a pair of commonly confused words on
the GRE?
When encountering commonly confused words, I would focus on their distinct definitions and typical
grammatical roles. I would create flashcards that list both words, their precise meanings, and clear
example sentences for each. Actively practicing the correct usage in context and paying close attention
to the subtle differences in connotation would help solidify my understanding and prevent

misapplication on the exam.

Chapter 3: Mastering Advanced GRE Vocabulary

1. Why is it important to learn multiple meanings for a single word when preparing for the
GRE?
Many GRE words have multiple distinct meanings, and the test frequently targets the less common or
more subtle definitions. Relying solely on a word's most familiar meaning can lead to
misinterpretation and incorrect answers on Text Completion or Sentence Equivalence questions.

2. How can context clues help you decipher the meaning of an unfamiliar word on the
GRE?
Context clues, such as surrounding words, phrases, and the overall tone of a sentence or passage,
provide hints about a word's intended meaning. By analyzing these clues, you can infer the correct

definition of an unfamiliar word, even if you do not know it outright.

3. What are two common characteristics of 'difficult' GRE words?

Difficult GRE words often possess subtle distinctions in meaning, making them easy to confuse with
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similar terms. They can also represent abstract concepts or have an obscure primary definition that

differs significantly from a more common, superficial interpretation.

4. Why should GRE test-takers pay attention to words used in STEM or workplace
contexts?
The GRE draws vocabulary from a wide array of disciplines, including STEM fields and professional
environments. Familiarity with these general academic and professional terms, even if not highly

technical jargon, is crucial for understanding diverse passages and questions on the test.

5. How does correct pronunciation contribute to vocabulary mastery?
Correct pronunciation aids memory by reinforcing a word's spelling and meaning. It helps distinguish
between similar-sounding words and builds confidence in using new vocabulary. This stronger internal

representation makes words easier to recall and apply accurately during the test.

Chapter 4: Expanding Your GRE Vocabulary Toolkit

1. How can associating words with humor or memorable characters improve retention?
Associating words with humor or memorable characters creates stronger emotional and contextual
links. This makes the words more engaging and easier to recall under pressure, as the brain forms vivid

mental pictures or scenarios connected to the definition.

2. Explain the difference between 'spurious' and 'specious’' arguments.
A 'spurious' argument is outright false or fake, lacking any genuine basis. A 'specious' argument, on the
other hand, appears plausible or convincing on the surface but is actually flawed or misleading upon

closer examination. Spurious is fundamentally untrue; specious is deceptively true-seeming.

3. Provide an example of a 'group word' and explain its specific usage.
A 'parliament’ is a group of owls. This specific collective noun is used to describe a gathering of these
particular birds, adding a touch of charm and precision compared to a generic term like 'group’ or
'flock.' It highlights the specialized vocabulary often tested on the GRE.

4. What is the key distinction between 'disinterested' and 'uninterested'?
A 'disinterested' person is impartial and unbiased, having no personal stake in a situation. An
"'uninterested' person simply lacks interest or curiosity about something. The former implies
objectivity, while the latter implies boredom or indifference.

5. Describe a scenario where the word 'tenebrous' would be appropriate.
The word 'tenebrous’ would be appropriate to describe a very dark, shadowy, and perhaps gloomy or
mysterious setting. For example, a novelist might describe a 'tenebrous forest' where sunlight rarely

penetrates, creating an atmosphere of foreboding and obscurity.

Chapter 5: Expanding Your GRE Vocabulary

1. What are the two primary requirements for selecting correct answers in a Sentence
Equivalence question?
In a Sentence Equivalence question, the two chosen words must both logically fit the context of the
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sentence to complete its meaning. Also, these two words must be synonyms or near-synonyms, such

that they create sentences with the same overall meaning.

2. How can thematic grouping of vocabulary words aid in your study process?
Thematic grouping helps build connections between words, making them easier to remember and
understand in context. By studying words related to a specific topic, such as politics or conflict, you can

grasp their nuances and typical usage more effectively than learning them in isolation.

3. Explain how understanding root words, prefixes, and suffixes can assist you when
encountering an unfamiliar word.
Recognizing common root words, prefixes, and suffixes allows you to deconstruct complex words.
Even if you do not know the full word, identifying its components can help you make an educated

guess about its general meaning or tone, providing a valuable strategy for decoding unfamiliar terms.

4. Beyond simply looking up a definition, what other aspects of a dictionary entry should
you pay attention to for comprehensive vocabulary learning?
For comprehensive learning, examine a dictionary entry for multiple definitions to understand a
word's range of meanings. Also, note its part of speech, etymology (origin), and any provided
synonyms or antonyms. Reading example sentences is crucial for seeing the word used correctly in

context.

5. Why is active recall, often facilitated by a spaced repetition system, particularly effective
for memorizing difficult vocabulary?
Active recall forces your brain to retrieve information rather than passively re-reading it, strengthening
memory pathways. A spaced repetition system optimizes this process by scheduling reviews at
increasingly longer intervals, ensuring challenging words are revisited frequently enough to stick

without wasting time on already mastered terms.

Chapter 6: The Vocabulary System

1. How does the GRE test vocabulary in Text Completion questions?
The GRE tests vocabulary in Text Completion by requiring students to understand the internal logic of
a sentence and select words that fit both the meaning and the emotional charge. It emphasizes using
'road signs' and clue phrases to predict an answer before looking at the choices, rather than simply

knowing a definition.

2. What is the primary strategy for Sentence Equivalence questions?
The primary strategy for Sentence Equivalence questions is to scan the answer choices for synonym
pairs first. Since two words must create sentences with the same meaning, a word without a partner

cannot be correct, no matter how well it seems to fit the sentence individually.

3. Why is recording a word's 'charge' important for GRE vocabulary?
Recording a word's 'charge' (positive, neutral, or negative connotation) is important because GRE
answer choices often present words with similar meanings but different emotional tones.
Understanding the required charge from the sentence's context helps in selecting the most appropriate

word.
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4. Explain the core principle of spaced repetition.
Spaced repetition is based on reviewing information precisely as it begins to fade from memory. Each
successful recall at this critical point roughly doubles the interval before the next review is needed,

optimizing retention by focusing study time on the most challenging items.

5. Describe the key components of the daily 15-minute vocabulary routine.
The daily 15-minute routine involves three parts: learning 10 new words by writing definitions in your
own words, noting their charge, and creating original sentences; reviewing due flashcards with honest
self-grading; and actively using at least one new word out loud or in writing.

6. What should be included on the back of a vocabulary flashcard for effective GRE study?
For effective GRE study, the back of a flashcard should include the definition in your own words, the
word's charge (positive, neutral, negative), an original sentence connecting to your life, any partner
words (synonyms), and a memorable hook like an image or a pun.

Chapter 7: Final Assessment: Vocabulary Strategy

1. What is the primary purpose of the Final Assessment in this course?
The assessment serves as a comprehensive evaluation of your vocabulary knowledge and strategic
application. It helps identify areas of strength and weakness as you prepare for the GRE.

2. Name two key strategies you should employ when tackling Text Completion or Sentence
Equivalence questions.
You should always read the entire sentence for context clues. Also, use word roots and connotation to
infer meanings and eliminate incorrect options.

3. How should you interpret a low score on the Final Assessment?
Alow score indicates areas that require further study. It is a diagnostic tool, not a final judgment.

Focus on reviewing the specific types of questions or vocabulary words you struggled with.

4. Why is reviewing incorrect answers crucial after completing the assessment?
Reviewing incorrect answers helps you understand the reasoning behind the correct choice and
identify patterns in your mistakes. This process is essential for learning and improving your vocabulary
strategies.

MEGACOURSE 49 megacourse.app



GRE VOCABULARY BUILDER WHERE TO GO NEXT

CLOSING

Where to Go Next

Upon successful completion of the "GRE Vocabulary Builder" course, your primary next step is to
maintain and expand your newly acquired vocabulary. Continue to apply the spaced-repetition techniques
you have learned. Consistent review will ensure these words remain active in your memory for test day

and beyond.

Next, focus on applying your enhanced vocabulary to full-length GRE Verbal Reasoning practice sections.
Pay particular attention to Text Completion and Sentence Equivalence questions, where your improved
word knowledge and decoding skills will be most beneficial. Practice analyzing sentence structure and

context clues to select the most appropriate words.

To complete your GRE preparation, consider exploring other MegaCourse offerings. We provide
structured learning paths for Quantitative Reasoning and Analytical Writing, ensuring you are well-

prepared across all sections of the GRE.

MEGACOURSE
Learn Anything. Achieve Everything.

Track your progress, take the quizzes, and earn your certificate for this course at
megacourse.app/courses/gre-vocabulary-builder
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